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ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR CHURCH GRANVILLE, OHIO

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

MONDAY, MARCH 6 
 9:00 a.m. Marsha J. Bennington (RIP)
   by Barb & Scott Scholten
TUESDAY, MARCH 7 –
Saints Perpetua and Felicity; Martyrs
 9:00 a.m. Rob Bigler by Lucy & Carlos Lopez
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 – St. John of God, Religious 
 9:00 a.m. Flo Klingensmith (RIP) by Mary & Kevin Murphy
THURSDAY, MARCH 9 –
Saint Frances of Rome, Religious
 9:00 a.m. Intentions of Nancy Byrne (RIP) by Barry Farrier
FRIDAY, MARCH 10 
 9:00 a.m. John C. Kinney (RIP) (Anniversary)
   by Diane Kinney
SATURDAY, MARCH 11
 5:00 p.m. Louise P. Matesich (RIP) (Anniversary)
   by Jim & Amy Matesich
SUNDAY, MARCH 12 – SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
 8:15 a.m. Herman Wolf (RIP) (Birthday)
   by Dave & Pattie Wolf
 10:45 a.m. For the Living & Deceased Members of
   St. Edward Parish  
Pray for all priests, seminarians and priestly vocations.

LECTORS:
 5:00 p.m. Dave Wolf, Pattie Wolf
 8:15 a.m. Kate Daleiden, Daniel Saigh
 10:45 a.m. Rose Ann Stevenston, Catherine Burczak

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
 5:00 p.m. Gerry Moses, Dave Conway, S.A. Beaver,
   Lisa Cannon, Kim Chupka
 8:15 a.m. LaFern Davis, Bev Knoderer, Leo Fox,
   Suzanne Fox, Kathy Horton
 10:45 a.m. Noelle Gremling, Lynn Harden, Mark Harden,
   Charlie Hohman, Alexandra Kerns,
   Kathy Kiebel, Joe Krempel, Robin Krempel,
   Annie Lach

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 5, 2017 – YEAR A

PRELUDE
10:45 a.m.: Litany of the Saints (chant)

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE: Forty Days and Forty Nights (#134)
KYRIE: chanted at presider’s discretion

LITURGY OF THE WORD
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
 Ps. 51: Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. (p. 77)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ… (p. 78)
UNIVERSAL PRAYER: “Lord, hear our prayer.” (chant)

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
PREPARATION OF GIFTS: Led by the Spirit (#122)
SANCTUS: chanted  (#841)
MYSTERY OF FAITH: chanted

AMEN: chanted
AGNUS DEI: chanted  (#845)
COMMUNION: Your Words Are Spirit and Life  (#591)
COMMUNION 2: TBD

CONCLUDING RITE
SENDING FORTH: Jesus, Remember Me  (#410)

CANTORS
 5:00 p.m. Rachel Reardon
 8:15 a.m. Karen Bovenizer
 10:45 a.m. Beth Spieles

ALTAR SERVERS:
 5:00 p.m. Nathaniel Hock, Jack Wolf, Grace Wolf
 8:15 a.m. Garrett Saigh, Nick Shannon, Josh Vickers
 10:45 a.m. Anya Mitton-Fry, Sophia Mitton-Fry,
   Elizabeth Ohl

HOMEBOUND MINISTERS:
 Greg Lombardo, Robin Van Order

GIFT BEARERS:
 5:00 p.m. Jim & Amy Matesich
 8:15 a.m. Dave & Pattie Wolf
 10:45 a.m. Volunteer
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SUNDAY NURSERY
The Nursery/Playroom for young children is open during the 
10:45 a.m. Mass. New volunteers are needed to keep this 
ministry going strong! For more information and to be added 
to the Sunday schedule, contact the new Coordinator, Lauren 
Alspach, at 330-760-0756 or Lauren.Alspach@gmail.com.

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS
The Sunday offertory collection for February 26th was 
$7,792.00. The February Online Giving total was $20,854. 

PLEASE LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
On Facebook, search SaintEdwardsChurch 

ONLINE GIVING 
This weekend’s Diocesan collection for the support of Black 
and Indian Missions can be made as a one-time gift through 
our Online Giving Program. There is a direct link on the 
homepage of our Parish website. Thank you for your generous 
support.

A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR …
1. Happy Lent to all! That may sound a bit incongruous? 

But, if we truly keep the season, we will be on a joyous 
journey to the Easter Feast. Please see below a number 
of “prayers of the faithful” from the Magnificat that neatly 
summarizes what our prayers for the season should 
include. 

 Let us turn to the Father and ask Him for the healing and 
strength we need this Lent: 
•	 That this season of Lent will be a time of greater prayer 

and fervent devotion for us and for all the Church:
•	 That these days of Lent will be marked by earnest 

efforts at peacemaking throughout the world.
•	 That we will be generous in our almsgiving this Lent, 

and attentive to the poor.
•	 That God will repair all the broken relationships in our 

life and make us merciful, gentle, and forgiving.
•	 That this Lent we will be faithful to fasting and to all the 

ways that the Lord sanctifies us.
•	 That God will rescue all those who live at a distance 

from Him because of self-absorption or sin.
 Loving Father, bless our observance of Lent so that 

we will live as Your holy children. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

2. Please plan to join us at the Lenten Soup Supper. 
Talk and Stations of the Cross to follow, this Tuesday 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. We’re usually finished by about 
7:10 p.m. The evening provides the opportunity to pray, 
fast and give alms; the traditional Lenten regimen.

3. Our Lenten Fish Fries begin this Friday, March 10th. 
Please see the details elsewhere in the bulletin. Let’s 
get off to a great start. Thanks so much to all who have 
volunteered to assist.

4. Thanks to all who sent birthday greetings.

WELCOME!
You may have come as a stranger to us, yet you are known 
to Our Lord, Jesus Christ. In His name, we pray you will find 
peace, hospitality and friendship with us.

EVENTS/MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Sunday, March 5
Welcome Sunday
Collection for Black & Indian Missions
Underwear Collection – Gathering Space
PSR – see schedule
Choir – 9:30 a.m. – Loft
IGNITE – 7:00 p.m. – Hall

Monday, March 6
Eucharistic Adoration – 9:30 a.m. until
 Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – Chapel
Lighthearted Scripture – 7:00 p.m. – Lounge

Tuesday, March 7
Soup Supper, 6:00 p.m. + Talk, 6:30 p.m. – Hall
Stations of the Cross – 7:00 p.m. – Church
Bell Choir – 7:30 p.m.
RCIA – 7:30 p.m. – Hall
Men’s Group for Rediscovery – 7:30 p.m. – Lounge

Wednesday, March 8
Rosary Makers – 9:30 a.m. – Lounge
PSR – see schedule
“The Cross and the Beatitudes” Series Discussion –
 7:00 p.m. – Lounge

Thursday, March 9
Scripture Study – 9:30 a.m. – Classroom 8
Choir – 7:00 p.m. – Loft
Knights of Columbus – 7:00 p.m. – Hall
Women of St. Edward – 6:30 p.m. – Lounge

Friday, March 10
Fish Fry – 4:00-7:30 p.m. – Hall

Saturday, March 11
TMIY – 6:45 a.m. – Hall

 
RCIA
Our next RCIA session is this week Tuesday, March 7th at 
7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall after the Stations of the Cross. 
Our topics are Grace, Sin and Morality, and anyone in the 
parish is invited to attend. 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION – 2016-2017

The PSR schedule of classes this week is:

Today – Sunday, March 5
Grades 5, 6, 7, 8…….………………..Class from
 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Grade Pre-K/K………………………Class from
 10:45 a.m. to the end of Mass

This Wednesday, March 8
Grades 1-A, 2-A, 3-A, 4-A…………….classes from
 5:15 to 6:15 p.m.
 15-minute break for dismissal and arrival
Grades 1-B, 2-B, 3-B, 4-B……………..classes from
 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
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ST. EDWARD YOUTH MINISTRY

IGNITE
March 5th Life Night:
  The Word Became Status, 7:00 -9:00 p.m.
March 12th Star Wars Retreat Kickoff!
  7:00-9:00 p.m. at St. Ed’s
March 17th First Day of Star Wars Retreat. Bus leaves St. 

Ed’s at 6:00 p.m. Return Home at 1:00 p.m. 
on Sunday the 19th

Lent Schedule:
Tuesdays: Youth Volunteer to Babysit during Soup Suppers, 
6:00-8:00 p.m. Donation, $5.00/child. 
Thursdays: Summit Bible Study 6:00 p.m. (includes dinner)
Service: March 10th – Fish Fry at St. Ed’s 

March 21st – Host Soup Supper 
March 26th – Food Pantry 
April 8th – Spring Gardening

Students, you asked for it! We delivered! You have a chance 
to serve in your community during Lent by participating in 
any one of the four extra service events. They are all on 
different days so hopefully if you can’t serve on a Tuesday 
then maybe you can serve on a Saturday! Check your 
calendars and don’t just give something up this Lent, give 
something back. 

Steubenville 2017 “Elevate”
Don’t forget to turn in your registration by April 2nd! 

NOTES FROM THE LOFT
 The Litany of the Saints is traditionally sung at the beginning 
of Mass on the First Sunday of Lent when catechumens 
and candidates are present for the Rite of Sending. We 
celebrate that rite during the 10:45 a.m. Mass, so we chant 
the litany as a prelude before that Mass. The next time that 
the litany will be sung at St. Edward’s will be prior to the 
celebration of Baptism and Confirmation during the Easter 
Vigil. ~ Paul, 740-587-3254, music@saintedwards.org.

COLLECTION FOR 
BLACK AND INDIAN MISSIONS ~ MARCH 5
Mandated by the III Plenary Council in 1884, the 125 year 
old National Collection for Black and Indian people continues 
as the embodiment of the Church’s concern for evangelizing 
the Black and Indian peoples of the United States. The 
funds are distributed as grants to dioceses throughout the 
United States, supporting and strengthening evangelization 
programs which otherwise would cease. The Collection 
was formerly known as The Black and Indian Home Mission 
Collection.

CONNECT WITH US AT 
ST. EDWARD CHURCH!

Let’s keep in touch! 
Get important updates via email and text.

We are using this new tool to better communicate church 
needs with you. You choose what ministries and groups you 
would like to hear from via email or text message. You can 
unsubscribe any time.

There are 2 easy ways to connect (pick one):

Visit our church at flocknote.com/StEdwardsChurch.

OR

Text: saintedwards to 84576 
from your phone to subscribe to updates.

Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time. 
Text HELP for help. There is no charge for this service, but 
your carrier message and data rates may apply. View privacy 
policy & conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt.

CRS RICE BOWL 
Catholic Relief Services’ Rice Bowl is a Lenten faith 
formation program for use in parishes, schools, religious 
education programs and by families and individuals in 
the home. Using CRS Rice Bowl materials, participants 
prepare to celebrate Christ’s resurrection by reflecting 
and acting on His mission of love for those in need. Pray 
together; give things up, or fast in solidarity with those 
who hunger; learn about our global community and the 
challenges of hunger and poverty around the world; and 
give sacrificial donations to those in need. CRS Rice Bowl 
ensures that the Catholic community of the United States 
is present in nearly 100 countries worldwide, serving the 
poorest among us through CRS. For more information, 
contact the diocesan Office for Social Concerns at (614) 
241-2540 or socmailbox@columbuscatholic.org or visit the 
CRS website at www.crsricebowl.org.

FOR FAMILIES: LOOKING FOR A GREAT 
FAMILY LIFE ACTIVITY? 
DO THE CRS RICEBOWL CHALLENGE! 
Participate in the CRS Rice Bowl Family Lenten challenge. 
Each day your family does a daily suggested activity in 
the CRS Rice Bowl Lenten calendar, check that day’s 
completion box in the upper left hand corner. At the end of 
Lent, add up the number of daily CRS Rice Bowl activities 
your family accomplished and write the total. Complete the 
form at http://socialconcerns.colsdioc.org and mail in by 
April 28. Your family will be in a drawing for a fair trade 
basket! This project is in partnership with the diocesan 
Office of Marriage & Family Life and the Office for Social 
Concerns.
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL COLLECTION 
SUNDAY
Conference members will be at the doors of the church to 
receive your generous donations after all the Masses next 
weekend, March 11th-12th. Thank you for your financial 
support to help those in need in our area.

FIRST SUNDAY ROSARY
Come one and all! You are invited to pray the Rosary with your 
St. Edward community ~ before the 10:45 a.m. Mass! Please 
join us today, March 5th at 10:20 a.m. in the Church. Rosaries 
and guides will be handed out in the Gathering Space. We 
look forward to praying together!

MAKE THIS THE “BEST LENT EVER” 
Dynamic Catholic invites everyone to join author Matthew 
Kelly and the Dynamic Catholic Team to enhance your Lenten 
experience in a special way. Based on his book, Resisting 
Happiness, this free email program will take you on a 40-day 
spiritual journey to encounter Jesus and yourself in a deeply 
personal way. Each day you will receive an inspirational email 
with a short video featuring Matthew or other members of the 
Dynamic Catholic Team. Simply log into DynamicCatholic.
com to sign up!

LIGHTHEARTED SCRIPTURE 
We will be reading the Matthew Kelly book RESISTING 
HAPPINESS. Discussions will take place from 7:00 to 8:00 
p.m. in the Lounge on Mondays, March 6th (pp.1-35), March 
13th (pp.36-71), March 20th (pp.72-109), March 27th (pp.110-
146) and April 3rd (pp.147-186). The books are $3.00 if you 
need one. Please contact Merilee Wagner at (740) 975-0002 
or mtwagner12@mac.com if you would like to participate. 

LENT 2017
Lenten Mondays
March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3
 (See bulletin article for more details)
“Resisting Happiness” ~ Lounge ~ 7:00 p.m.

Lenten Tuesdays
March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4
 (See bulletin article for topics and speakers)
Soup Supper ~ Hall ~ 6:00 p.m.
Speaker ~ Hall ~ 6:30 p.m.
Stations of the Cross ~ Church ~ 7:00 p.m.

Lenten Wednesdays
March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5
 (See bulletin article for more details)
“The Cross and the Beatitudes” ~ Lounge ~ 7:00 p.m.

Penance Services
St. Leonard ~ Sunday, March 19 ~ 7:00 p.m.
St. Edward the Confessor ~ Tuesday, March 21 ~
 7:00 p.m. with Stations of the Cross
Our Lady of Mount Carmel ~ Sunday, April 2 ~ 7:00 p.m.
St. Francis ~ Monday, April 3 ~ 7:00 p.m.

Fish Fry Fridays
March 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7
 (Seniors, 4:00 p.m. – General Public, 5:00-7:30 p.m.)

GOD’S MERCY CONTINUES TO 
THE MARGINS: ANNUAL LENTEN
OBSERVANCE – SOUP SUPPERS

  During Lent, we prepare ourselves for the Easter 
celebration of the Paschal Mystery: Christ’s death and 
Resurrection and that means once again we will observe 
our annual “collective fast” with Soup Suppers in the Hall 
on each of these Tuesdays: March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4! 
Mark your calendars. We will have Soup at 6:00 p.m., with 
a Speaker at 6:30 p.m., and the Stations of the Cross 
devotion in the Church at 7:00 p.m. 
  The theme of this year’s speaker series is, God’s 
Mercy Continues To The Margins. At the conclusion of the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has challenged the 
Church to continue ministering to the poor in mind, body 
and spirit, and to those suffering illness or injustice. Here 
is a list of speakers and the parish groups hosting each 
week’s Soup Supper:

Tuesday, March 7 – Dr. Lisa Maurer, Vice-President – 
Hospice & Palliative Care of Central Ohio
  {SOUP SUPPER AT 6:00 p.m. hosted by the Knights 
of Columbus}

Tuesday, March 14 – Dr. Pat Scarpitti & Dr. Jason 
Winterhalter – Licking County Community Health Clinic
  {SOUP SUPPER AT 6:00 p.m. co-hosted by the 
Edwardians and the RCIA group}

Tuesday, March 21 – Msgr. John Cody – Judicial Vicar 
– Marriage Tribunal, Diocese of Columbus
  {SOUP SUPPER AT 6:00 p.m. co-hosted by the WSE 
& H.S. Youth Ministry}

Tuesday, March 28 – Erin Worden – Denison Student – 
Making Refuge: Refugee Resettlement and Integration in 
Central Ohio
  {SOUP SUPPER AT 6:00 p.m. co-hosted by the St. 
Vincent DePaul Conference & the Stewardship & Welcome 
Ministries}

Tuesday, April 4 – Chuck Dilbone – Director – St. 
Vincent DePaul Food Pantry, Newark
  {SOUP SUPPER AT 6:00 p.m. co-hosted by the PSR 
Teachers/Parents and the Preschool Teachers)

ST. EDWARD’S PRESCHOOL 
2017-2018 REGISTRATION
St. Edward’s Preschool is accepting applications for enrollment 
for 2017-2018. We welcome families to visit our preschool and 
ask that you call/email ahead so we can arrange a tour. Packets 
of registration information are available on a table outside the 
Preschool office, in the Gathering Space by the doors, and 
are downloadable from www.saintedwardspreschool.org. 
For more information, contact Adrienne Evans, St. Edward’s 
Preschool Director, at (740) 587-3275 or at preschool@
saintedwards.org.
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LENTEN WEDNESDAYS –
5 EVENINGS OF REFLECTION
“The Cross and the Beatitudes” by Fulton J. Sheen
All parishioners are cordially invited to join us for a Lenten 
Journey through Bishop Sheen’s book entitled, “The Cross 
and the Beatitudes.” For five Wednesdays of Lent beginning 
Wednesday, March 8th through Wednesday, April 5th, 
from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Lounge, we will explore the 
seven last words of Christ as Bishop Sheen relates them to 
the Beatitudes. Please prayerfully consider joining us. A quick 
overview of the book may be found on its back cover: “Fulton 
J. Sheen was remarkable in his ability to uncover many layers 
of meaning in the life and words of Jesus of Nazareth. The 
Seven Beatitudes and the Seven Words from the Cross –
both were delivered from a mountain, but the connection runs 
deeper than that. Our Lord began His public life on the Mount 
of the Beatitudes and closed it on the Mount of Calvary. On 
the first He uttered the words central to His message; two 
avenues were thereby open, the vertical and the horizontal: 
one for reconciling all men to God through Christ, the other 
for spreading the Good News throughout the world. Fulton 
Sheen’s profound meditations will slake the spiritual thirst of 
all who desire a fuller understanding of the Gospels and seek 
to draw closer to Christ.” Any questions, please call Deacon 
John 740-973-5583.

CORPORAL WORK OF 
MERCY –
CLOTHE THE NAKED
  The Jubilee Year of Mercy 

ended November 20, 2016. Pope Francis closed the Holy 
Doors but that does not shut off the flow of Mercy from our 
Heavenly Father and it should not stop us from reaching out 
to our brothers and sisters in Christ who are struggling. Mercy 
continues. As Pope Francis said shortly after closing the Holy 
Door, “stand firm in the Lord” and work “to build a better world.” 
  With this in mind, and remembering the generous parish 
support last year, the Women of Saint Edward are collecting 
NEW underwear and socks for men (sizes medium to 
extra-large) and women (sizes small to extra-large). There 
will be boxes in the Gathering Space to collect your donations 
on the weekends of March 5th, March 12th and March 19th. 
Donations will be taken to the St. Vincent de Paul Haven and 
New Beginnings. Thank you in advance for your donations. 

40 DAYS, 40 CANS:
A CAN-A-DAY FOR LENT
As we prepare for Easter and the resurrection 
of the Lord, consider making a sacrifice 
for the hungry of our community. The St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry is sponsoring a 
“40 Days, 40 Cans” campaign. Each family is 

asked to donate 40 cans to the pantry as their “works of love” 
during Lent. Families may also make a monetary donation to 
the pantry by placing a check in the offering, listing the food 
pantry in the memo section of the check. Thanks for thinking 
of the pantry during this most holy season. Checks can be 
made out to St. Vincent de Paul with Food Pantry in the 
memo line and put in the St. Edward collection basket.

 A Senior Social Group – 
Men and Women age 50 and up

March 14 – Lenten Soup Supper, St. Edwards Parish 
Hall, 6:00 p.m. 
It is the Edwardians and RCIA night to furnish soups 
for the Soup Supper. Edwardian Nellie Pallagi is 
chairman of organizing the soups and volunteers for the 
evening. Contact Nell (740-587-1060) with name of soup 
or she will contact you regarding what crock pot donation 
of soup you would like to bring. Twenty-five crock pots 
required. Need helping hands to set up, serve and clean 
up. Soups delivered by 5:00 p.m., eat at 6:00 p.m. and 
speaker at 6:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, April 11, 2017 – Deluxe Motorcoach Trip 
to Chrism Mass, St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus, 
Reservation for 48 people will be taken until April 3rd. 
Cost is $3.00 per person. Lunch on your own at Cracker 
Barrel Restaurant. Arrive St. Edward 1:30 p.m. Depart 
at 2:00 p.m. Late lunch/early dinner (arrive 2:45 to 3:00 
p.m.) at Cracker Barrel Restaurant in Pickerington. Your 
meal selection will be on your own. Motorcoach departs 
at 4:00 p.m. for St. Joseph Cathedral to attend Chrism 
Mass. Return to St. Edward after Mass. Bus not handicap 
accessible. The Catholic Foundation monies contributed 
to this event.
RESERVATION DUE AND PAID BY APRIL 3, 2017.

NOTE: What is Chrism? The blessed chrism represents 
our new life in Christ and the fact that we are marked and 
set apart by God. Where do we receive our Holy Blessed 
Oils? Come to this very spiritual Mass with Bishop Frederick 
Campbell, priests, deacons, seminarians and K of C from 
all 26 counties of our diocese and learn about our Holy 
Oils. 
 

For details on any activity, email lindawoolard@
windstream.net or phone 740-323-3105. 

Note: You may pay for multiple events in one check. 
For all events, make check payable to

THE EDWARDIANS.
Mail to Linda Woolard, 

481 Beacon Road, Newark OH 43055.

LENT 2017 – GIVE UP, TAKE UP, LIFT UP!
Want to strengthen your relationship with God and neighbor? 
For resources, visit www.usccb.org/lent. “Lent is a new 
beginning, a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, 
Christ’s victory over death. This season urgently calls us to 
conversion. Christians are asked to return to God “with all 
their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle for mediocrity and 
to grow in friendship with the Lord. Jesus is the faithful friend 
who never abandons us. Even when we sin, He patiently 
awaits our return; by that patient expectation, He shows us 
His readiness to forgive.” – Pope Francis, from his Message 
for Lent 2017, “The Word is a gift. Other persons are a gift.”
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First Sunday of Lent

Today’s Readings: Genesis 2:7–9; 3:1–7; Psalm 51:3–4, 
5–6, 12–13, 17; Romans 5:12–19; Matthew 4:1–11. As we 
sing the Lenten hymn “Forty Days and Forty Nights,” we 
are drawn into Christ’s time in the desert, his temptations, 
and his perseverance. Christ’s trial in the desert is captured 
in two short phrases of the second verse: “Shall not we your 
sorrow share” and “Fasting with unceasing prayer.”

Today’s Gospel brings to mind more than Christ’s time 
in the desert and the devil’s three temptations. We are chal-
lenged, on this First Sunday of Lent, to prepare for our forty 
days and nights of fasting and prayer. Or perhaps we should 
consider this time fasting with prayer.

We share with Christ our desert times, when worldly 
distractions and demands are set aside for us to focus on 
who we are as people of faith. Today’s Gospel is a reminder 

that our temptations are best addressed when we refocus 
ourselves in a context of prayer and time apart from our 
usual distractions and demands. By retreating from all that 
busies us, we are better able to couch distractions in prayer 
and respond to demands with deepened faith. Throughout 
our forty days and forty nights, we share with Christ not 
only his sorrow, but his righteousness, as St. Paul reminds us 
in the Second Reading.

We have a share in the life of Christ, and at the begin-
ning of the Lenten season, we know that our prayer is sus-
tained and strengthened by our sharing in Christ’s Death 
and Resurrection. We are strengthened by our Baptism to 
combat the temptations we encounter, supported by the 
unceasing prayer that we share with Christ. 

Lead Us from Temptation
Creator God,
you formed us in your image
and breathed your life into us,
filling us with your spirit;
Yet we turn our backs to you
and respond to the temptations of wisdom 

beyond our grasp
and the possibilities of power and gain.
Be merciful to us, O Lord,
for we have sinned with open eyes and 

selfish hearts.
Be merciful, O Lord,
for we know not what we do.
May your mercy fall on us, O Lord,
as we seek to do your will,
for you live and reign united as Father, 

Son, and Spirit,
for ever and ever. Amen.

March 5, 2017
Forty Days and Forty Nights
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This Week at Home
Monday, March 6
Be Holy, for I Am Holy
Each Lent we are reminded that we who are baptized are 
called to be Christ-like. As we journey through the forty 
days, we reflect on what it means to be Christian. The read-
ings during the season spell that out for us. Through our 
Lenten disciplines, our goal is holiness: to love one another 
as Christ did, in all he accomplished. Reflect this week on 
what it means to by holy. Today’s Readings: Leviticus 19:1–2, 
11–18; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Matthew 25:31–46.

Tuesday, March 7
Sts. Perpetua and Felicity
The witness of the earliest Christian martyrs is epitomized 
by these two women martyrs. Perpetua, and her servant 
Felicity, both imprisoned while pregnant, remained constant 
in their faith through childbirth, separation from their 
families, and watching as others were taken to the arena 
of martyrdom. May their witness, in life and death, remind 
us that we are never separated from the love of Christ 
(Romans 8:38–39). Today’s Readings: Isaiah 55:10–11; 
Psalm 34:4–5,6–7, 16–17, 18–19; Matthew 6:7–15.

Wednesday, March 8
St. John of God
St. John of God had a natural impulse to aid people who 
were in need. Whether buying clothes on the spot to help 
clothe a poor family or rushing into a burning hospital 
to carry out patients, John was the first to assist others. 
His works of mercy were profound, and an example to us 
of Christ’s words: “Just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
Today’s Readings: Jonah 3:1–10; Psalm 51:3–4, 12–13, 
18–19; Luke 11:29–32.

Thursday, March 9
Ask and It Will Be Given You
Queen Esther prayed from morning until evening for the 
Lord to help her, and her prayers were answered. In the 
Gospel reading, Jesus reminds us to continually ask, seek, 
knock, and our persistence will be rewarded as well. As we 
search and ask, and knock and plead, may our mourning be 
turned into gladness, and our sorrow into wholeness. Today’s 
Readings: Esther C:12, 14–16, 23–25; Psalm 138:1–2ab, 
2cde–3, 7c–8; Matthew 7:7–12.

Friday, March 10
Be Reconciled First
Today’s Gospel places a priority on reconciliation. Against 
whom do you hold a grudge? To whom is your automatic 
response one of anger? Even before we turn to others to 
judge, to condemn, to lash out, Jesus calls us to leave our 
gifts at the altar and be reconciled to one another. Today is a 
good day to reach out to someone, without prejudice or mal-
ice, and pay it forward. Today’s Readings: Ezekiel 18:21–28; 
Psalm 130:1–2, 3–4, 5–7a, 7bc–8; Matthew 5:20–26.

Saturday, March 11
Change Our Hearts
It is not enough to follow the Commandments. Discipleship 
is not only about doing the right thing. We are called to holi-
ness, which entails more than correct actions. Lent 
challenges us to change our ways, to change our focus and 
redirect it so that we change our hearts. Select a Lenten 
hymn today and pray the text, taking to heart what it 
says to you. Today’s Readings: Deuteronomy 26:16–19; 
Psalm 119:1–2, 4–5, 7–8; Matthew 5:43–48.

Reproducibles for Lent–Triduum–Easter 2017 
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LENTEN SERIES ON CHRISTIAN PRAYER: 
RAISING THE HEART AND MIND TO GOD
Join us at St. Francis this Wednesday, March 8th at 7:00 p.m. 
in Johnson Hall, for the first session in our Lenten Series on 
Christian Prayer: Raising the Heart and Mind to God. This 
week’s session is VISIO DIVINA with Father Sullivan. Visio 
Divina is a spiritual practice that invites us to see with fresh 
vision at a more contemplative pace. Photographs, paintings, 
sculptures, and icons are forms of sacred art that open up 
the “eyes” of the heart. Visio Divina invites us to explore the 
entirety of the image beyond first and second impressions in 
order to be transformed by God. Father Sullivan will share 
items from his personal collection as he walks us through this 
beautiful form of prayer. We’ll begin at 7:00 p.m. in Johnson 
Hall. All ages are welcome.

FISH FRY FRIDAYS ~ 
STARTING MARCH 10
  The St. Edward Fish Fry dinners are 

starting March 10th in the Parish Hall for five consecutive 
Fridays through April 7th. Dinners will be served between 
the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. (seniors can be served at 
4:00.) Carryout is available. Join us for hand-breaded ocean 
perch, fries, salad, slaw, rolls and desserts. (Mac ‘n Cheese 
for the kids!) The cost: Adults $12.00, Seniors (60+) and 
Students $9.00, children 5-12 $6.00 and under 5 will be free. 
The carry-out family bucket is $38.00.
  If you are interested in volunteering, please sign up 
on the poster in the Gathering Space. Reminder: your 
donations of desserts are needed, especially pies, but 
all desserts are welcome. For questions about donating 
desserts or if you can help serve desserts, please call Lenna 
Leo at 740-967-1977.

GOD’S CREATION, OUR COMMON HOME
All are invited to Bishop Campbell’s presentation, “God’s 
Creation, Our Common Home,” where he will reflect on 
the encyclical Laudato Si, which speaks of our relationship 
with God through creation. He will discuss the social, 
environmental, and moral issues facing all creatures of God, 
and will speak about the great suffering caused by the opiate 
addiction crisis. Join with Bishop in exploring, embracing, and 
acting on the true beauty and grandeur of God’s gift to us! 
Presentations will be held:

• Monday, March 13, 7:00-9:00 p.m., St. Francis de Sales 
Parish, Newark 

• Tuesday, March 14, 7:00-9:00 p.m., St. Peter Parish, 
Columbus

• Thursday, March 16, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Bishop Ready High 
School, Columbus

• Saturday, March 18, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Notre Dame High 
School, Portsmouth

All are invited to attend! For additional information, contact 
Ellen at the Office of Development and Planning at 614-241-
2550 or eweilbacher@columbuscatholic.org.

KNOX/LICKING VOCATIONS CLUB
Knox/Licking Vocations Club will be meeting on Tuesday, 
March 14th at St. Leonard Church in Heath at noon. Lunch 
will be provided, followed by the speaker, Fr. John Reade. The 
cost of the lunch is $5.00 .This money goes toward supporting 
and encouraging priests, seminarians and religious. Please 
feel free to bring a friend for a nice afternoon. Questions, call 
740-366-6924.

WELCOME SUNDAY 
Welcome Sunday is today after both Masses. The Knights 
of Columbus will be providing the coffee and donuts. If your 
family or business would like to be a sponsor for Welcome 
Sunday, please contact Scott Scholten at 740-258-3287. 
All money collected in the jug on the donut tables is for our 
“Pennies For Heaven” campaign. Your generous donations 
go directly to support our Seminarians as well as to promote 
vocations. We thank you for your contributions!

This month, the St. Vincent de Paul Conference will host 
the Welcome Table. If you are interested in learning more 
about this ministry, plan to visit. Members of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Conference will also be available to welcome and 
register new parishioners. 

STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION
There is a Stewardship binder available on the Welcome 
table at Donut Sunday for anyone wishing to sign up for 
new Ministries. Please stop by if you have new interests 
and/or want to begin serving our Parish Family in a new 
Ministry.

EQUAL EXCHANGE INTERFAITH COFFEE 
PROGRAM
The Women of St. Edward will have Fairly Traded coffee, 
hot chocolate and chocolate candy bars for sale in the Hall. 
As part of the Equal Exchange Interfaith Coffee Program, 
the sale of fairly traded coffee helps small-scale farmers 
in Latin America, Africa, and Asia build a better economic 
future for their families and communities.

NEWARK CATHOLIC TOUCH OF
CLASS AUCTION
Mark your calendar for this year’s Newark Catholic Touch of 
Class Auction. The theme is Cirque Du Wave. The auction 
will be held on Saturday, April 29th with the preview beginning 
at 5:00 p.m. If you are interested in donating an item for the 
silent or grand auction, please contact the school office at 
740-344-3495. Tickets are $85.00 or if purchased by April 
17, $75.00. Tickets will be available to purchase online soon 
at www.newarkcatholic.org. The Annual Touch of Class 
Auction is the second largest fund raiser of Newark Catholic. 
100% of the funds raised go directly to the operating budget 
of Newark Catholic High School.

HELP NEEDED AT THE STS. PETER AND PAUL 
RETREAT CENTER
The Sts. Peter and Paul Retreat Center at 2734 Seminary Road 
SE Newark, Ohio 43056 is seeking a part-time employee who 
is able to work day, evening and weekend hours. This PART-
TIME position requires the following: General Housekeeping, 
Light Manual Labor, Kitchen Help and Linen Servicing. If 
you are interested, please call 1-740-928-4246 or send your 
résumé to info@stspeterandpaulretreatcenter.org. Thank you 
and have a blessed day!
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The Catechism Corner
This week in the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
we continue our journey through the seven petitions 
of the Lord’s Prayer (The Our Father), as we read the 
5th petition, “And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us,” covered in 
paragraphs 2838-2825. “This petition is astonishing…
But, according to the second phrase, our petition will 
not be heard unless we meet a strict requirement. 
Our petition looks to the future, but our response 
must come first…” And forgive us our trespasses…
with bold confidence we begin praying to our Father. 
The outpouring of God’s mercy that we ask for cannot 
penetrate our hearts as long as we have not forgiven 
those who have trespassed against us. “Love like 
the Body of Christ, is indivisible; we cannot love the 
God we cannot see if we do not love the brother 
or sister we do see.” 1 John 4:20. This petition is so 
important that it is the only one Jesus returns to and 
which he develops in the Sermon on the Mount. “…. as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.” This “as” 
is not unique in Jesus’ teaching. His call to perfection, 
mercy and love is impossible from the outside but must 
come from the depth of the heart, in the holiness and 
mercy and love of our God. This forgiveness becomes 
possible and we find ourselves “forgiving one another 
as God in Christ forgave us.” Eph.4:32. Christian prayer 
extends to the forgiveness of enemies as well. There 
is no limit or measure to divine forgiveness. “God does 
not accept the sacrifice of a sower of disunion, but 
commands that he depart from the altar that he may first 
be reconciled to his brother. For God can be appeased 
only by prayers that make peace. To God, the better 
offering is peace, brotherly concord, and a people made 
one in the unity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” – 
St. Cyprian. This Lent make peace… forgive someone. 
Amen.

SUPPORT OUR ENDOWMENT FUND
You can support St. Edward the Confessor Parish long after 
you’ve passed away with a gift to St. Edward the Confessor 
Parish Endowment Fund through your will or trust. God has 
blessed us with abundance in life. Please consider how this 
abundance can support the future of St. Edward the Confessor 
Parish and your Catholic faith through a legacy gift. For more 
information, call The Catholic Foundation at 614-443-8893 or 
visit catholic-foundation.org.

THREE BAGS FULL CHILDREN’S SALE 
Everything for kids in 4 amazing days at 3 convenient locations! 
Ohio’s Premier Children’s Consignment Event Three Bags 
Full, will hold 3 Central Ohio sales in March and April. The 
sale benefits Catholic and pro-life charities such as Joint 
Organization for Inner-City Needs, Joseph’s Coat clothing 
ministry and the Tolles Career Center GRADS program in 
Plain City and other nonprofit charities. For complete details, 
visit www.threebagsfull.info.

BETHESDA HEALING MINISTRY
“Post-traumatic suffering is the untold story of abortion. Are 
there many like you who may be waiting to hear a word of 
hope for healing? Yes. You do not suffer alone.” (Mother Agnes 
Mary, S.V.) Bethesda Healing Ministry invites and welcomes 
you. There is a light in the window. Confidential phone 
lines: 614-309-2651 or 614-309-0157 or visit our website at 
bethesdahealing.org. Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/BethesdaHealing.

On this First Sunday of Lent, it seems 
appropriate that all the readings reflect in some 
way on the issue of temptation. We are familiar 
with perhaps the most common prayer, the Our 
Father, in which we ask God to “lead us not into 
temptation.”

In the Catechism of the Catholic Church, it 
is interesting to note that #2846 tells us “It is 
difficult to translate the Greek verb used for 
‘lead us’ into a single English word. The original 
Greek word means both ‘do not allow us to 
enter into temptation’ and ‘do not let us yield 
to temptation.’ Sins come from consenting to 
temptation.”

 For our Lenten missions, the issue of 
“temptation” would seem to have numerous 
facets which should influence us. Clearly we 
need to pray, and often, for God’s help as we 
try to avoid sin, and attempt to change our 
lives during this time. Also, we must consider 
the importance of recognizing and confessing 
our sins in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
These should be part of our Lenten plans; living 
lives of stewardship might help us continue 
these efforts beyond Lent and throughout our 
lives.

Archbishop Fulton Sheen, the late and great 
Catholic Evangelist and television personality, 
devoted entire programs to temptation. On one, 
as he considered Lent a time to seek truth as 
an endeavor to resist temptation, he said, “It is 
easy to find truth; it is hard to face it; and harder 
still to follow it.” www.catholicsteward.com
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“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments 
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3) 

 

“Do not grieve over the temptations you suffer. When the Lord intends to bestow a 
particular virtue on us, He often permits us first to be tempted by the opposite vice. 

Therefore, look upon every temptation as an invitation to grow in a particular virtue 
and a promise by God that you will be successful, if only you stand fast.” 

~SAINT PHILIP NERI 
 

Monday, March 6 ~ First Week in the Season of Lent 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 

and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled 

before him. And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats. He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the king will say to those on his 

right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a 

stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you 

visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 

or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe 

you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I 

say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ Then he will say to 

those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his 

angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger 

and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care 

for me.’ Then they will answer and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?’ He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, what 

you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me.’ And these will go off to eternal 

punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
 

Meditation: Jesus’ parable about goats and sheep must have amused and surprised his audience. Goats 

and sheep shared the same grazing ground during the day, but had to be separated at night. Goats were 

less docile and more restless than sheep. They came to symbolize evil and the expression “scapegoat” has 

become a common expression for someone bearing blame for others (read the Bible, Old Testament, Book 

of Leviticus 26:20-22, for a description of the ritual expulsion of a sin-bearing goat on the Day of 

Atonement).  Separation is an inevitable consequence of sin and judgment. The Day of Judgment will 

reveal who showed true care and concern, compassion and mercy toward their neighbor.  
 

Prayer: Grant, almighty God, through the yearly observances of holy Lent, that we may grow in 

understanding of the riches hidden in Christ and by worthy conduct pursue their effects. Through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: This parable is similar to the parable about Lazarus and the rich man. The rich man, who 

let Lazarus die on his doorstep, was doomed to crave for drops of cold water he had not thought of giving 

to the poor man. When Saint Martin of Tours, a young Roman soldier and seeker of the Christian faith, 

met an unclothed man begging for alms in the freezing cold, he stopped and cut his coat in two and gave 

half to the stranger.  That night he dreamt he saw the heavenly court with Jesus robed in a torn cloak.  

One of the angels present asked, "Master, why do you wear that battered cloak?"  Jesus replied, "My 

servant Martin gave it to me." Saint Martin’s disciple and biographer, Sulpicius Severus, states that as a 

consequence of this vision Martin “flew to be baptized.”  God is gracious and merciful; his love compels us 

to treat others with mercy and kindness. When we do something for one of Christ's little ones, we do it for 



Christ himself.  Do you treat your neighbor with mercy and love as Christ has treated you? If not, why 

not? This might be an opportunity to improve ourselves in this regard during this Lenten season. 
 

Tuesday, March 7 ~ First Week in the Season of Lent 

Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:7-15 Jesus said to his disciples: “In praying, do not babble like the pagans, 

who think that they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them. Your Father knows 

what you need before you ask him. “This is how you are to pray: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. “If you forgive men their transgressions, your heavenly Father will 

forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, neither will your Father forgive your transgressions.”  
 

Meditation: We can approach God confidently because he is waiting with arms wide open to receive his 

prodigal sons and daughters. That is why Jesus gave his disciples the perfect prayer that dares to call 

God, Our Father. This prayer teaches us how to ask God for the things we really need, the things that 

matter not only for the present but for eternity as well. We can approach God our Father with confidence 

and boldness because Christ has opened the way to heaven for us through his death and resurrection.  

When we ask God for help, he fortunately does not give us what we deserve. Instead, he responds with 

grace and mercy. He is kind and forgiving towards us and he expects us to treat our neighbor the same.  
 

Prayer: O God, at the urging of whose love the Martyrs Saints Perpetua and Felicity defied their 

persecutors and overcame the torment of earth, grant, we ask, by their prayers, that we may ever grow in 

your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Contemplation: Consider what Saint John Cassian wrote about the Lord’s Prayer and the necessity for us 

to truly forgive others from the heart: “The mercy of God is beyond description. While he is offering us a 

model prayer he is teaching us a way of life whereby we can be pleasing in his sight. But that is not all. In 

this same prayer he gives us an easy method for attracting an indulgent and merciful judgment on our 

lives. He gives us the possibility of ourselves mitigating the sentence hanging over us and of compelling 

him to pardon us. What else could he do in the face of our generosity when we ask him to forgive us as 

we have forgiven our neighbor? If we are faithful in this prayer, each of us will ask forgiveness for our own 

failings after we have forgiven the sins of those who have sinned against us, not only those who have 

sinned against our Master. There is, in fact, in some of us a very bad habit.  We treat our sins against 

God, however appalling, with gentle indulgence: but when by contrast it is a matter of sins against us 

ourselves, albeit very tiny ones, we exact reparation with ruthless severity. Anyone who has not forgiven 

from the bottom of the heart the brother or sister who has done him wrong will only obtain from this 

prayer his own condemnation, rather than any mercy.”  Thus we need to honestly ask ourselves: do I 

treat others as the Lord has instructed me -- with mercy, steadfast love, and kindness?  If not, why not? 

Something, no doubt, for each of us to work on during this Season of Lent. 
 

Wednesday, March 8 ~ First Week in the Season of Lent 
Saint John of God, Religious 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 11:29-32 While still more people gathered in the crowd, Jesus said to them, “This 

generation is an evil generation; it seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it, except the sign of Jonah. Just 

as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. At the judgment the 

queen of the south will rise with the men of this generation and she will condemn them, because she 

came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and there is something greater than 

Solomon here. At the judgment the men of Nineveh will arise with this generation and condemn it, 

because at the preaching of Jonah they repented, and there is something greater than Jonah here.” 
 

Meditation: The Lord Jesus came to set us free from slavery to sin and hurtful desires. Through the gift 

of the Holy Spirit he pours his love into our hearts that we may understand his will for our lives and walk 

in his way of holiness. God searches our hearts, not to condemn us, but to show us where we need his 

saving grace and help.  He calls us to seek him with true repentance, humility, and the honesty to see our 

sins for what they really are – a rejection of his love and will for our lives. God will transform us if we 

listen to his word and allow his Holy Spirit to work in our lives. Ask the Lord to renew your mind and to 

increase your thirst for his wisdom. James says that the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 

gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity (ref. James 3:17). 



A double-minded person cannot receive this kind of wisdom. The single of mind desire one thing alone – 

God's pleasure. God wants us to delight in him and to know the freedom of his truth and love. Do you 

thirst for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord (ref. Hebrews 12:14)?  
 

Prayer: O God, who filled Saint John of God with a spirit of compassion, grant, we pray, that, giving 

ourselves to works of charity, we may merit to be found among the elect in your Kingdom. Through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Do you pay careful attention to warning signs? Do you pay attention to these signs at 

all? Many fatalities could be avoided if people paid attention to such signs. When the religious leaders 

demanded a sign from Jesus, he gave them a serious warning to avert spiritual disaster. It was 

characteristic of the Jews that they demanded “signs” from God's messengers to authenticate their claims. 

When the religious leaders pressed Jesus to give proof for his claims he says in so many words that he is 

God's sign and that they need no further evidence from heaven than his own person. The Ninevites 

recognized God's warning when Jonah spoke to them, and they repented. And the Queen of Sheba 

recognized God's wisdom in Solomon.  Jonah was God's sign and his message was the message of a 

merciful God for the people of Nineveh.  Unfortunately the religious leaders were not content to accept the 

signs right before their eyes. They had rejected the message of John the Baptist and now they reject 

Jesus as God's Anointed One (Messiah) and they fail to heed his message. Simeon had prophesied at 

Jesus’ birth that he was “destined for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 

opposed so that inner thoughts of many will be revealed” (Luke 2:34- 35). Jesus confirmed his message 

with many miracles in preparation for the greatest sign of all – his resurrection on the third day. 
 

Thursday, March 9 ~ First Week in the Season of Lent 
Saint Frances of Rome, Religious 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 7:7-12 Jesus said to his disciples: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 

will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who 

seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. Which one of you would hand his son a 

stone when he asked for a loaf of bread, or a snake when he asked for a fish? If you then, who are 

wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good 

things to those who ask him. “Do to others whatever you would have them do to you. This is the law and 

the prophets.” 
 

Meditation: Those who know and trust in God's love, pray with great boldness. Saint John Chrysostom, a 

Father of the Church, had this to say about the power of prayer: “Prayer is an all-efficient panoply [i.e. 'a 

full suit of armor' or 'splendid array'], a treasure undiminished, a mine never exhausted, a sky 

unobstructed by clouds, a haven unruffled by storm. It is the root, the fountain, and the mother of a 

thousand blessings. It exceeds a monarch’s power. ..I speak not of the prayer which is cold and feeble 

and devoid of zeal. I speak of that which proceeds from a mind outstretched, the child of a contrite spirit, 

the offspring of a soul converted – this is the prayer which mounts to heaven. ..The power of prayer has 

subdued the strength of fire, bridled the rage of lions, silenced anarchy, extinguished wars, appeased the 

elements, expelled demons, burst the chains of death, enlarged the gates of heaven, relieved diseases, 

averted frauds, rescued cities from destruction, stayed the sun in its course, and arrested the progress of 

the thunderbolt.  In sum prayer has power to destroy whatever is at enmity with the good.”  
 

Prayer: O God, who have given us in Saint Frances of Rome a singular model of both married and 

monastic life, grant us perseverance in your service, that in every circumstance of life we may see and 

follow you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Esther’s prayer on behalf of her people is a model for us. She prayed for help according 

to God’s promise to be faithful to his people. God wants us to remember his promises and to count on his 

help when we pray. Jesus wanted to raise the expectations of his disciples when he taught them how to 

pray. Jesus’ parable of the father feeding his son illustrates the unthinkable!  How could a loving father 

refuse to give his son what is good; or worse, to give him what is harmful? In conclusion Jesus makes a 

startling claim: How much more will the heavenly Father give to those who ask! Our heavenly Father 

graciously gives beyond our expectations. Jesus taught his disciples to pray with confidence because the 

Heavenly Father in his goodness always answers prayers. That is why we can boldly pray: Give us this day 

our daily bread. Prayer flows from the love of God; and the personal love we show to our neighbor is 

fueled by the love that God has poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (ref. Romans 5:5). Jesus 



concludes his discourse on prayer with the reminder that we must treat our neighbor in the same way we 

wish to be treated by God and by others. We must not just avoid doing harm to our neighbor, we must 

actively seek his or her welfare. In doing so, we fulfill the law and the prophets, namely what God requires 

of us — loving God with above all things and loving our neighbor as ourselves. The Holy Spirit is every 

ready to transform our lives in Jesus’ way of love.  Do you thirst for holiness and for the fire of God’s love?  
 

Friday, March 10 ~ First Week in the Season of Lent 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:20-26 Jesus said to his disciples: “I tell you, unless your righteousness 

surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the Kingdom of heaven. “You have 

heard that it was said to your ancestors, You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment. 

But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment, and whoever says to his 

brother, Raqa, will be answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ will be liable to fiery 

Gehenna. Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother has anything 

against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come 

and offer your gift. Settle with your opponent quickly while on the way to court. Otherwise your opponent 

will hand you over to the judge, and the judge will hand you over to the guard, and you will be thrown 

into prison. Amen, I say to you, you will not be released until you have paid the last penny.” 
 

Meditation: Do you allow sin or anger to master all or part of your life? The first human to hate his 

brother was Cain. God warned Cain: “Why are you angry?...Sin in couching at the door; it's desire is for 

you, but you must master it” (Genesis 4:6-7). Folks, sin doesn't just happen; it first grows as a seed in 

one's heart. Unless it is mastered, by God's grace, it grows like a weed and chokes the fruitful vine of 

love, charity and peace. Jesus addressed the issue of keeping the commandments with his disciples. The 

scribes and Pharisees equated righteousness with satisfying the demands of the law. Jesus showed them 

how short they had come. Jesus points to the heart as the seat of desire and choice. Unless forbidden and 

evil desires are eradicated, the heart will be corrupted. Jesus points to forbidden anger with one's brother. 

This is a selfish anger that broods and is long-lived, that nurses a grudge and keeps wrath warm, and that 

refuses to die. Anger in the heart as well as anger in speech or action are equally forbidden. What is the 

antidote to anger and rage? Mercy, kindness, and forbearance spring from a heart full of love and 

forgiveness. God has forgiven us and he calls us to extend mercy and forgiveness towards those who 

cause us harm and grief. In the cross of Jesus we see the supreme example of love and the power for 

overcoming evil. Only God's love and grace can set our hearts and minds free from the tyranny of 

wounded pride and spiteful revenge. Do you harbor any anger towards another person? And are you quick 

to be reconciled when a rupture has been caused in your relationships? Ask God to set you free and to fill 

your heart and mind with his love and his timeless truths.  
 

Prayer: Grant that your faithful, O Lord, we pray, may be so conformed to the paschal observances, and 

the bodily discipline now solemnly begun may bear fruit in the souls of all. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Saint Eusebius, a Church Father, offered the following prayer as instruction for his fellow 

Christians: “May I be no man's enemy, and may I be the friend of that which is eternal and abides. May I 

never quarrel with those nearest me: and if I do, may I be reconciled quickly. May I love, seek, and attain 

only that which is good. May I wish for all men's happiness and envy none. May I never rejoice in the ill-

fortune of one who has wronged me. When I have done or said what is wrong, may I never wait for the 

rebuke of others, but always rebuke myself until I make amends. May I win no victory that harms either 

me or my opponent. May I reconcile friends who are angry with one another. May I never fail a friend who 

is in danger. When visiting those in grief may I be able by gentle and healing words to soften their pain. 

May I respect myself. May I always keep tame that which rages within me. May I accustom myself to be 

gentle, and never be angry with people because of circumstances. May I never discuss who is wicked and 

what wicked things he has done, but know good men and follow in their footsteps.” Do you seek to live 

peaceably and charitably with all? If not, pray that you will – begin this Lent! 
 

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops; 

prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011; 
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site. 
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www.icanseeclearly.com
Richard A. Erdey, M.D.

Gregory D. Searcy, M.D. • Daryl Kaswinkel, M.D.

ERDEY SEARCY 
EYE GROUP

Vision For Life

Complete Orthopedic Care   www.ossmnewark.com
1980 Tamarack Road, Newark, Ohio, 43055 • (740) 788-9220

Licking County’s 
Local Orthopedic 

Group Since 
1986

LINCOLN RIDgE FINANCIAL gROUp, LLC
Jerod Long, Parishioner/4th Degree Knight
2034 Cherry Valley Rd., Suite C Newark OH 43055

740-334-4804
JLong@LincolnRidgeFinancial.com
www.LincolnRidgeFinancial.com
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