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ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR CHURCH GRANVILLE, OHIO

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 17, 2017 – YEAR B

PRELUDE
Gaudete, mode I (organ or plainchant)
 Gaudete in Domino semper. Iterum dico, gaudete.
 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I say, rejoice.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE: 
 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (#38, vs. 1-3)
No Gloria

LITURGY OF THE WORD
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Luke 1: 
 My soul rejoices in my God. (p. 40)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. (p. 41)

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
PREPARATION OF GIFTS: 
 O Come, Divine Messiah (#50)
SANCTUS: chanted (#846)
MEM. ACC.: 
 We proclaim your death, O Lord… (#10 on p. 16)
AMEN: chanted
AGNUS DEI: chanted (#850)
COMMUNION: Your Words Are Spirit and Life (#593)
COMMUNION 2 (8:15 & 10:45 Bell Choir): 
 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (arr. S. Eithun)

CONCLUDING RITE
SENDING FORTH: People, Look East (#40)

CANTORS
 5:00 p.m. Kayce Long
 8:15 a.m. Jim Bidigare
 10:45 a.m. Randy Kerr

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18
 9:00 a.m.  Susan Lineback (RIP) (Anniversary) and 
  Naomi Maurer (RIP) by the Maurer Family
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
 9:00 a.m.  Anthony Skufca (RIP) (Anniversary) 
   by Tony & Dottie Skufca
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20
 9:00 a.m.  John C. Kinney (RIP) by Diane Kinney
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21 – 
Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church
 9:00 a.m.  Lawrence Deardurff (RIP) 
   (Wedding Anniversary) by Sue Deardurff
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22
 9:00 a.m.  Chris Csubak (RIP) (Birthday) by Bob Csubak
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
 5:00 p.m.  Lawrence Deardurff (RIP) (Anniversary) 
   by Sue Deardurff
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 8:15 a.m.  Barney Smith (RIP) 
   by Art & Debbie Schockling
No 10:45 a.m. Mass
CHRISTMAS VIGIL, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
 5:00 p.m.  For the Living and Deceased Members 
   of St. Edward Church
 9:00 p.m.  For the Living and Deceased Members 
   of St. Edward Church
CHRISTMAS, MONDAY, DECEMBER 25
 10:00 a.m.  For the Living and Deceased Members 
   of St. Edward Church
Pray for all priests, seminarians and priestly vocations.

WELCOME!
You may have come as a stranger to us, yet you are known 
to Our Lord, Jesus Christ. In His name we pray you will find 
peace, hospitality and friendship with us.

SUNDAY NURSERY
The Nursery/Playroom for young children is open during the 
10:45 a.m. Mass. New volunteers are needed to keep this 
ministry going. For more information and to be added to 
the Sunday schedule, contact the new Coordinator, Lauren 
Alspach, at 330-760-0756 or Lauren.Alspach@gmail.com.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
The Sunday offertory collection for December 10th was 
$8,862.03, the collection for the Religious Retirement Fund 
was $2,317.00 and on December 8th, The Immaculate 
Conception, the collection was $1,604.37.

SYMPATHY
We pray for John Martis Boggess, son of Keifer & Cheryl 
Boggess. May he receive the eternal treasure of everlasting 
life.



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 17, 2017

A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR

1.  I’ll tell you what I want for Christmas: that all the folks I 
run into in this town who no longer come to Mass, might 
be drawn back to join us around the Lord’s altar. I miss 
them, as I know the Lord does.

2. And, lest we forget, please refl ect on the following 
meditation on “the reason for the season” by the late 
scripture scholar, J. B. Phillips: “It is two thousand 
years ago that this apparently invincible Empire utterly 
collapsed, and all that is left of it is ruins. Yet the baby, 
born in such pitiful humility and cut down as a young 
man in his prime, commands the allegiance of millions 
of people all over the world. Although they have never 
seen him, he has become friend and companion to 
innumerable people. This undeniable fact is, by any 
measurement, the most astonishing phenomenon in 
human history. It is a solid rock of evidence that no 
agnostic can ever explain away.”

3. A Christmas Gift for your parish would be greatly 
appreciated and needed this year as we lose one 
weekend of income when Christmas falls on Sunday/
Monday. Please consider making a special gift to your 
parish this year, or an end-of-the-year gift. I would be 
most grateful for your help.

LECTORS:
 5:00 p.m. Steve Blubaugh, Cheryl Boggess
 8:15 a.m. Eric Soiu, Pam Soiu

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
 5:00 p.m. Kim Chupka, Paula Coleman, 
   Dave Conway, Anna Hofer, John Jauch
 8:15 a.m. Mary Maltry, LaFern Davis, Martin Flautt, 
   Leo Fox, Suzanne Fox

ALTAR SERVERS:
 5:00 p.m. Gavin Wells, Carmen Wells, 
   Nathaniel Hock
 8:15 a.m. Andrew Coffey, John Coffey, 
   Braden Householder

HOMEBOUND MINISTERS:
Cynthia Kendrick, Mary Maltry

GIFT BEARERS:
 5:00 p.m.  Sue Deardurff
 8:15 a.m. Ed & Lisa Smith

SEE VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP LISTS 
FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES

ONLINE GIVING 
 Diocesan collection for Diocesan Charities is December 

25th and is available through the Online Giving link as well 
as the St. Edward Parish Christmas Collection. St. Edward 
is very grateful and blessed by the generous support to our 
Parish by parishioners using the Online Giving Program.

 New to St. Edward Parish? Would you like to give Online 
Giving a try? Please use the link on the parish website www.
saintedwards.org and select “Sign up for a New Account” to 
register. Please do not hesitate to call the offi ce if you have 
any questions or need assistance at 740-587-3254. Thank 
you.

FLOCKNOTE 
Join from the St. Edward website www.saintedwards.org or 
text: confessor to 84576.

 Keep up to date with special announcements and events 
at church including weather cancellations this winter. You 
can choose specifi c ministries that you would like to join and 
receive the latest news from them. You can unsubscribe at 
any time.

December 17 – Christmas Caroling at Middleton and 
 Christmas Party, 4:00-7:00 p.m.

December 24-January 7 – No IGNITE – 3 weeks off

NOTES FROM THE LOFT
• Perhaps no hymn is associated with Advent as “O Come, 

O Come Emmanuel.” The text is a translation of the O 
Antiphons, which have been prayed by the Church for at 
least a thousand years. It has been set to various tunes 
throughout the centuries, including the fi fteenth-century 
French melody that we know best. (A number of popular 
Advent melodies are French, including two that we sing 
today: “O Come, Divine Messiah” and “People, Look 
East.”)
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” has been arranged 

hundreds upon hundreds of times in a variety of musical 
styles. On this Gaudete Sunday, we sing a few verses as 
the entrance hymn because the refrain echoes the fi rst word 
of today’s prescribed entrance chant: Gaudete, meaning 
“rejoice.” At the Sunday morning Masses, the Bell Choir also 
rings a haunting arrangement that was published just this 
year. Emmanuel is coming! Let us rejoice.

~ Paul (740-587-3254, music@saintedwards.org)



ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR CHURCH GRANVILLE, OHIO

EVENTS/MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Sunday, December 17
PSR – See schedule
Food Pantry Collection
Choir – 9:30 a.m. – Loft
St. Vincent de Paul Conference – Noon – Classroom 7
Children’s Choir – Noon-12:45 – Loft
IGNITE – Caroling

Monday, December 18
Eucharistic Adoration – 9:30 a.m. until 
 Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. – Chapel

Tuesday, December 19
Bell Choir – 7:00 p.m. – Loft
Men’s Group for Rediscovery – 7:30 p.m. – Lounge

Wednesday, December 20
Respect Life – 9:30 a.m. – Conference Room
Extra Confessions Opportunity – 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Men’s Faith Sharing Group – 7:00 p.m. – Lounge

Thursday, December 21
Scripture Study – 9:30 a.m. – Classroom 8
Choir – 7:00 p.m. – Loft
See Fourth Sunday of Advent & Christmas Mass 
Schedule

RCIA
We begin our holiday break this week. The next RCIA session 
is Tuesday evening, January 9th at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall. We will begin our study of the Bible. Everyone is invited 
to attend.

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION – 2017-2018
The upcoming PSR schedule is:
Today, Sunday, December 17
Grades 5, 6, 7, 8... Classes from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Grade Pre-K/K... 10:45 a.m. to the end of Mass

This Wednesday, December 20
NO CLASSES FOR GRADES 1-4 – BEGIN HOLIDAY 
BREAK!

BEST ADVENT EVER
Dynamic Catholic (and Matthew Kelly) is offering their Best 
Advent Ever program. Discover how to slow down and find 
joy in preparing for the Lord’s coming! Participants receive 
daily e-mails with short inspirational videos, practical tips and 
personal stories to incorporate into everyday living. Go to 
www.DyamicCatholic.com and sign up anytime!

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS SIGN-UP
The sign-up sheets for Lectors, Ministers, Altar Servers and 
Ushers at the Christmas/New Year’s Masses will be in the 
Gathering Space this weekend. Please volunteer.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR 2018
The ministry schedule for January through March has been 
mailed and is available on the St. Edward website. Copies are 
also in the altar server side of the sacristy.

NO EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Due to the Christmas and New Year holidays, there will be 
no Eucharistic Adoration on Monday, December 25th and 
January 1st.

DENISON MASS SCHEDULE  
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Due to the Denison holiday schedule, Masses at Swasey 
Chapel will resume January 28th.

CHRISTMAS EVE 5:00 P.M. MASS REMINDER
Parishioners are asked to allow plenty of time to arrive for 
our 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass. This is a very popular 
Mass and it is attended by many families with young children. 
Please allow time for seating so that everyone can enjoy our 
Instrumentalists starting at 4:30 p.m. followed by our Children’s 
Choir at 4:45 p.m. We ask all parishioners and guests to allow 
our ushers to seat as many people as safely and quickly as 
possible. Saving seats is discouraged due to the large volume 
of guests coming to celebrate the birth of our Lord.

CHRISTMAS CATHOLIC  
CHARITIES COLLECTION
The annual collection for the diocesan Catholic Charities will 
be taken at the Christmas Masses. This annual collection 
helps the Diocese meet a variety of basic needs directly 
and through diocesan agencies and organizations, including 
J.O.I.N., St. Stephen’s Community House, Catholic Social 
Services, St. Francis Center, St. Lawrence Haven, St. Vincent 
Family Center, and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. You can 
help share in this important work by generously supporting 
the Catholic Charities collection.

LOST AND FOUND
We hope someone will stop by the office to “find” their keys. 
We have two sets: a single Chevy car key; and several sets of 
keys (one craftsman, house keys, keys to open small locks) 
on a blue carabiner keychain. There are also miscellaneous 
dishes in the kitchen.

JOIN US FOR THE “2018 MARCH FOR LIFE”  
IN WASHINGTON, D.C.!!
Save the date, and make plans now!! Join our Knights of 
Columbus, and many of our parish families as we travel with 
Licking County Right to Life to Washington, D.C., for the 
2018 March for Life. We depart late evening on Thursday, 
January 18th, the return late on Friday, January 19th, so it’s 
just one day out of school or work for this loving sacrifice and 
adventure. Cost is $80.00 per person, but scholarships are 
readily available. Contact Paul Gassman (740-334-8898) 
or Mike Maurer (740-348-6377) or send an Email to info@
lcrighttolife.org to save your seat on the bus.



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 61:1–2a, 10–11; Luke 1:46–48, 
49–50, 53–54 (antiphon: Isaiah 61:10b); 1 Thessalonians 
5:16–24; John 1:6–8, 19–28. Today is Gaudete Sunday, the 
turning point in the season of Advent. After two weeks of 
contemplating the end-time and Christ’s Second Coming, the 
Church invites us to rejoice in Christ our Savior. We are filled 
with joy because we know that the coming of Christ is the 
coming of our salvation. Like Mary, we rejoice because God’s 
love overflows into the world and takes root in our hearts.

Today’s response, taken from the Magnificat, is Mary’s 
great song of praise and puts her words of praise on our lips. 
Imagine the joy she must have experienced. When has 
Christ filled you with joy? When we ponder the Incarnation, 

how can we not be filled with joy? Jesus is the Anointed One 
who brings Good News to the poor and frees the enslaved. 
Everything that God has promised to his people is revealed 
in Jesus and continues today to be revealed in his Church.

Even though this Sunday is joy filled, we cannot forget 
that many have lost hope and that they find themselves on the 
margins. Jesus calls us to carry the cross and be heralds of the 
Good News to the poor and brokenhearted. It is not always 
easy, but this is the work of all the baptized. This week, gather 
a group from your family or parish and using these readings 
for prayer, begin discerning how your community can bring 
glad tidings to the poor and release to prisoners.

Herald of Light
O God of Justice,
you called the prophet John the Baptist,
to prepare the way for the coming of your Son.
John’s message of repentance led others to 

embrace you.
Grant your servants ears to hear his cry in 

the desert of their hearts
so that, transformed by love,
we, too, may turn and embrace you.

Fill us, O God, with the Spirit of courage
and strengthen our will to be heralds 

of the Light.
Make us fervent in our prayer
and direct us to bring glad tidings to the poor
so that, on that final day,
we may be found holy and blameless 

in your sight
as we rejoice in the gift of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, December 17, 2017
Glad Tidings
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This Week at Home
Monday, December 18
O Lord
In this third week of Advent, the readings begin to focus 
more directly on the birth of Christ. In today’s Gospel, 
Joseph learns how Mary conceived Jesus. Although Scripture 
does not provide a lot of insight on Jesus’ foster father, the 
glimpse we get here shows an obedient, loving, and generous 
man. This passage helps us know that God, through the 
Incarnation, is truly with us. The praying of the “O” 
Antiphons begins this week. Consider using them with your 
meal prayer this week. Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 23:5–8; 
Psalm 72:1–2, 12–13, 18–19; Matthew 1:18–25.

Tuesday, December 19
O Root of Jesse
The two readings today present God’s awesome power
to overcome any trial. First, we hear the story of the wife
of Manoah who learns from an angel that she will bear a son. 
Second, the angel Gabriel tells Zechariah that his wife, 
Elizabeth, will conceive a son. Imagine how these two 
women, once barren, rejoiced at the news of conception. 
Upon their lips were songs of praise. Light candles and
pray today for all the unborn and for those who are unable
to conceive. Today’s Readings: Judges 13:2–7, 24–25a; 
Psalm 71:3–4a, 5–6ab, 16–17; Luke 1:5–25.

Wednesday, December 20
O Key of David
The Gospel Acclamation tells of the Key of David setting 
prisoners free. As we draw closer to Christmas, it is good to 
reflect on Christ, the Key who unlocks the gates of heaven.
It is Christ, the descendant of David, who ransoms us from 
sin and darkness so we can walk in the light of his counte-
nance. Take your keys today and use them in your prayer as 
you do lectio divina with today’s psalm. Today’s Readings: 
Isaiah 7:10–14; Psalm 24:1–2, 3–4ab, 5–6; Luke 1:26–38.

Thursday, December 21
O Dayspring
This is the second time during Advent that we have heard 
this portion of the Gospel reading from Luke. Because John 
leapt in Elizabeth’s womb, she seems to know that Mary
is carrying the Christ. Her prayer, which we say in the Hail 
Mary explains it all. Mary’s womb is blessed. Imagine if you 
were Elizabeth. How might you react to this news? Song of 
Songs provides images to ponder when we think of the bride-
groom coming to be with us. How can we not leap for joy 
and sing a new song! Today’s Readings: Song of Songs 2:8–14
or Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Psalm 33:2–3, 11–12, 20–21;
Luke 1:39–45.

Friday, December 22
O King of Nations
Today we encounter Hannah, the mother of Samuel, and 
Mary. These two women sing the praises of God at the birth 
of their children. Listen carefully to the psalm response 
today and notice its connection to the Magnificat in the 
Gospel proclamation. Both texts praise God’s power to cast 
the rich aside and raise up the poor. Jesus, the King of
the Nations, has conquered the enemy — so let us rejoice. 
Today read a commentary on the Gospel and meditate on
its rich imagery. Today’s Readings: 1 Samuel 1:24–28;
1 Samuel 2:1, 4–5, 6–7, 8abcd; Luke 1:46–56.

Saturday, December 23
O Emmanuel
In the First Reading, the prophet Malachi announces a mes-
senger who will prepare the way for God’s coming. The 
Gospel tells of the birth of John the Baptist, the one whose 
call to repent and prepare a way for the Lord began our 
Advent season. Have you listened to John’s plea? Review 
your Advent journey tonight, and be attentive to the rough 
ways in your life that still need straightening. Praise God for 
the good works already accomplished. Today’s Readings: 
Malachi 3:1–4, 23–24; Psalm 25:4–5ab, 8–9, 10 and 14; 
Luke 1:57–66.
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ADVENT ~ CHRISTMAS ~ NEW YEAR
Advent Communal Penance Services
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Buckeye Lake – 
Sunday, December 17 ~ 4:00 p.m.
Church of the Ascension, Johnstown – 
Tuesday, December 19 ~ 7:00 p.m.

Extra Confessions Schedule
St. Edward – Wednesday, December 20 ~ 
 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Blessed Sacrament – Wednesday, December 20 ~ 
 7:00 p.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent Masses
Saturday, December 23 ~ 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 24 ~ 8:15 a.m. (No 10:45)

CHRISTMAS ~ Holy Day of Obligation
Christmas Vigil
Sunday, December 24
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass with Children (Music begins at 4:30)
9:00 p.m. (Music begins at 8:30)
Christmas Day
Monday, December 25 ~ 10:00 a.m.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Saturday, December 30 ~ 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 31 ~ 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

New Year’s Mass
The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Monday, January 1 ~ 10:00 a.m.

CARD SHOWER FOR FR. RONNIE
Fr. Ronnie Boccali, long-time assistant at St. Edward, will be 
celebrating his 88th birthday on December 26th. We invite 
you to shower him with birthday cards. His address is Mother 
Angeline McCrory Manor, Room 2150, 5199 E. Broad Street, 
Columbus, OH 43213. No gifts, please.

THANK YOU FROM HEARTBEATS
A sincere heartfelt THANK-YOU to all who participated in 
this year’s Bottles for Life campaign. St. Edward parishioners 
contributed $2,961.13 at last count. This does not include late 
turn-ins. Bottles for Life are still being accepted at the church 
office. Heartbeats uses these funds to help fund medical 
expenses including ultrasound imaging and prenatal vitamins 
for their clients at no cost to the clients.

PREPARING FOR THE BAPTISM OF YOUR 
CHILD AT ST. EDWARD
Congratulations on the upcoming birth of your child! Our 
parish celebrates Baptism on the second Sunday of every 
month immediately after the 10:45 a.m. Mass. To prepare for 
Baptism, expectant parents attend a baptismal preparation 
class and choose godparents for their child. At least one 
godparent must be a practicing, fully-initiated Catholic who 
is at least 16 years old. Please contact Cheryl Boggess in 
the Parish Office at 740-587-3254 for more information about 
godparents and baptismal preparation as soon as possible.

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION ~  
DECEMBER 17
Pantry News. It has been both a busy and exciting time 
at the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry. Thank you for the 
many contributions you have given throughout the year. As 
we continue the Advent Season and head into Christmas, we 
are asking each parish family to make a Christmas gift to the 
pantry either by donating canned fruit, soup, tuna, mac & 
cheese or personal items – especially toilet paper. You 
may also make a cash donation to the pantry by designating 
in the memo section of your check “St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Pantry.” We are so grateful for the contributions we receive. 
Thanks for helping to make the holiday season a blessed one 
for each of the families that use the pantry.

THANK YOU FROM UGANDA
FR. JOSEPH SSEBAYIGGA
I can’t believe!!!! Santa has come early to Africa, oh my 
gracious Good Lord!! Thank you Msgr. Enke, thank you 
the Staff and parishioners of St. Edward the Confessor 
Parish. There is nothing more we can give in return except 
prayers for you, St. Edward and your dear ones. Dear 
Friends thank you so much for your generosity and have 
yourselves a Merry Christmas. We love you our Santa. 
Keep smiling and God bless, Fr. Joseph

FR. JUDE SSENNGENDO
Greetings and best wishes for Advent! I was hearing that 
Santa is coming to town and I thought I was on the naughty 
list, but you have proved that I have been nice! Thank you 
so much for the Christmas greetings and gifts! May the 
Lord reward you abundantly! Convey our sincere thanks 
to Msgr. and all the wonderful people of St. Edward. Merry 
Christmas and happy New Year 2018.

PRAYER CHAIN
If you, a family member or someone close to you, would like 
to be added to the St. Edward Prayer Chain, please call Cindy 
Kendrick at 740-366-2871 or 740-404-3591. If you would like 
to volunteer to be a member of this ministry, please call Cindy.
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A Senior Social Group Men and Women, 50 and up

Thank you to all Edwardians for your generous donations to The Center for New Beginnings. We hope and pray for a new 
beginning in 2018 for the women and children there. May God Bless you. Linda Woolard, Chair

TOUR OF COLUMBUS CHURCHES Tuesday, January 16, 2018: Holy Cross Catholic Church (“The Mother 
Church of Columbus”), St. Patrick Catholic Church, and St. Paul Church, Westerville. Lunch on your own 
at O’Charley’s with a special lunch menu under $10.00. Cost $14.00 per person plus lunch.

 Beautiful Holy Cross, first Catholic Church in Columbus, dating back to 1833 with a small number of 
German Catholic Families still thrives today. Beautiful stained glass windows from Germany and installed after World War 
One. During the war, the windows were kept in storage on a dock in Germany. Population growth brought about the first 
division of the parish leading to the establishment of St. Patrick Church in 1851 to serve the Irish immigrants. We will visit 
St. Patrick Church which still has the altar rail. The tour will end at St. Paul the Apostle, founded in 1913 in Westerville. The 
church serves 4,100 + registered families. The mural behind the altar is hand painted and a must see. Motorcoach to leave 
St. Edward Church at 8:30 a.m.

 The Catholic Foundation Grant money contributed to this event. Paid reservation due by Thursday, January 11, 2018

ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY CORN BEEF DINNER on Wednesday, February 21, 2018 at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Retreat Center, Seminary Road off of Thornwood Drive. Arrive 6:00 p.m., eat 6:30 p.m. Cost $13.00 per person. 
Full details to follow. Paid reservations are due by February 14, 2018.

CHRISM MASS, ST. JOSEPH CATHEDRAL, Columbus, on Tuesday, March 27, 2018. Cost $10.00 per 
person plus lunch on your own at Cracker Barrel Restaurant. Depart via Motorcoach from St. Edward Church 
at 1:30 p.m.

The Chrism Mass is the gathering of the entire 23 counties of the Columbus Diocese with Bishop Frederick 
F. Campbell, D.D., PhD., priests, deacons and lay faithful. This Mass manifests the unity of the priests with their bishop. 
Bishop Campbell blesses three oils: the oil of catechumens, the oil of the infirm and holy chrism, which will be used in the 
administration of the sacraments throughout the diocese for the year. Also, priests and deacons renew their promises to 
serve God and His people.

Upon arrival at St. Joseph, you may visit the Undercroft of the Cathedral where prior bishops are entombed. The Motor 
coach will drop us off and pick us up in front of the Cathedral. Return to St. Edward Church. I highly recommend you attend.

The Catholic Foundation Grant money contributed to this event. Paid reservations are due by March 22, 2018.

Note: You may pay for multiple events in one check. E-mail lindawoolard@windstream.net or phone 740-323-3105. FOR 
ALL EVENTS, make check payable to “THE EDWARDIANS.” Mail to Linda Woolard, 481 Beacon Road, Newark, OH 
43055-5204. If you need a ride to Sts. Peter & Paul Retreat Center, let us know. Car-pool available.

2017 The Edwardians!

Come join us for a powerful, and life-transforming series, and 
be the man, husband, and father that God is calling you to 
be! Learn through this series what it means to be a man for 
Christ in our society. That Man Is You! is a weekly program 
that includes a short video lecture, with coffee and donuts, 
followed by small group discussion. 
WHERE: St. Edward Parish Hall
WHEN: Saturday, January 13th
TIME: 6:45 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. Sharp
SIGN UP: On line at www.thatmanisyou.org. 
For more information, please contact Tim Collins at 740-587-
7667 or tmc8004@gmail.com.

GIVING TREE THANK-YOU
Thank you for making the 2017 Giving Tree program a big 

success. Your generous giving enabled Christmas presents for 
171 children, Christmas dinner for 56 families, care packages 
for 30 elderly people, gas money for the needy, and countless 
necessities for the SVdP Haven residents (53 pairs shower 
shoes, 28 sets pillows, 22 sheet sets and 44 towel sets).

Thanks also to the gift sorters, shoppers and 8th grade 
confirmation volunteers. The reactions from the recipients 
of these gifts were striking. They were so grateful and often 
in disbelief that others would be so generous. Thank you for 
making this possible. May your generosity be rewarded with 
endless joy. Best Christmas wishes.
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STEWARDSHIP AT WELCOME SUNDAY
Did you know there are over 43 areas of ministry at 

St. Edward? All of those vital ministries are made possible 
by the work of volunteers. Members of our parish give of their 
time: serving meals to the families of deceased parishioners, 
working at St. Vincent de Paul, helping with the youth ministry 
program or helping usher or read at Mass. There are so many 
wonderful ways that our parish reaches out to help others and 
so many opportunities for you to serve others.

On Sunday, January 7th after the 10:45 a.m. Mass, 
there will be representatives from various areas of ministry 
at Donut Sunday to talk about ways you can answer the call 
of service. Please stop by and learn more about your parish 
ministries.

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES
Articles are due to the parish offi ce church@saintedwards.
org by Wednesday, December 20th for the December 31st 
bulletin and by Wednesday, December 27th for the January 
7th bulletin.

After a Christmas break, our next meeting will be January 
8th, “How Do I Conquer My Fears.” Join us on Monday 
evenings 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. You can join this 
Bible study at any time. Each weekly lesson is independent 
of the previous week. Interested in learning more? Call 
or email Anna Hofer at 740-334-0170 or amariehofer@
hotmail.com. You can also visit www.walkingwithpurpose.com
for more information. We hope to see you at Walking with 
Purpose soon!

CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE 2018
SAVE THE DATE for the Catholic Men’s Conference, Cast 
Your Nets… Become Fishers of Men, on February 24, 2018, 
8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Ohio Expo Center, Cardinal Hall. All Men 
are invited. Featured speakers: Dr. Scott Hahn, Jeff Cavins, 
Chris Stefanick and Bishop Frederick Campbell. REGISTER 
TODAY TO SAVE at CatholicMensMinistry.com.

SUPPORT THE DREAM ACT OF 2017
The USSCB, through their Justice for Immigrants 
Campaign, reminds us, “Pope Francis has called on us to 
pray and provide support for our brothers and sisters who 
are migrants and refugees through the historic campaign, 
Share the Journey. Follow his call by speaking out on 
behalf of young people in our communities who are facing 
an uncertain future because of the Administration’s recent 
decision to end the Deferred Action on Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program.” For more information, and to advocate for 
families who would be separated by this decision, go to www.
justiceforimmigrants.org/action-alerts/migration-campaign-
action-alert-daca. – provided by Marriage & Family Life 
Offi ce 614-241-2560.

“ASK JESUS WHAT HE WANTS FROM YOU – 
BE BRAVE” COLUMBUS CATHOLIC 
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
Register today for the Annual Catholic Women’s 
Conference which is Saturday, February 17th from 8:00 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. at the Ohio Expo Center and receive the “early-
bird” discount! (If reservations are made by January 21st. 
This would make a great Christmas gift.) Featured speakers 
are: author – Lisa Hendy; international pro-life speaker – Uju 
Ekeocha; Matt & Kristin Laboda – known for their miraculous 
faith-fi lled journey; Franciscan Friar and founding member of 
the newly established order Franciscan Friars of the Holy Spirit 
– Fr. Ignatius Mazanowski; and music by His Own. Register 
online and learn more at www.ColumbusCatholicWomen.
com plus ride the bus!

 Blessed Sacrament Parish has reserved a 55-passenger 
bus. Park and meet in the Blessed Sacrament annex (across 
the street from the church, 411 East Main Street, Newark) at 
6:00 a.m. and enjoy a cup of coffee and donut. We’ll leave the 
parking lot at 6:15 and return around 5:15 p.m. We would love 
for you to go! Call the Blessed Sacrament parish offi ce today 
at 740-345-4290 to reserve your seat on the bus! Questions  
contact St. Edward parishioner Anna Hofer for information: 
740-334-0170 or amariehofer@hotmail.com.

CLASSES FOR TWO-YEAR-OLDS
WITH COMMUNICATION AND/OR 
SOCIALIZATION CHALLENGES
Our program for two-year-olds with communication and/or 
socialization challenges will continue until December 21st 
and resume on January 4th. The classes are from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. The children work 
in groups of six with two teachers. Evidence-based “play” 
procedures are used to improve their communication and 
socialization skills.

FREE AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM 
FOR THOSE WITH AUTISM

This class is held every Monday from 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Children will work one-on-one with mentors in small groups 
on noncompetitive physical activities including: “obstacle” 
courses, music, dancing, yoga, crafts, games, cooking, 
interviewing, drama, visiting restaurants and other places 
of interest in Granville, etc.

This program was created to improve social and 
communication skills, to allow for sensory issues and a 
child’s need for routine, to develop executive skills, and 
to reduce anxiety with new situations, new activities and 
new people.

These programs are sponsored by the Language 
Experience Center, a nonprofi t organization. Children of all 
races, religions, and national/ethnic origins are welcome. 
Classes are held at St. Edward Catholic Church, 785 
Newark-Granville Road, Granville. We also need high 
school or college students who will be trained to work 
as paid mentors. Please contact Barbara Lechner, Ph.D., 
at 740-587-7214 or talkdoc43023@msn.com to enroll or 
for more information.



ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR CHURCH GRANVILLE, OHIO

On this Third Sunday of Advent, we read in today’s 
Gospel of John about the forerunner to Jesus Christ: 
“A man named John was sent from God. He came for 
testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He was not the light, but came to testify 
to the light.” So what does our Catechism tell us about 
St. John the Baptist, the Lord’s immediate precursor or 
forerunner sent to prepare his way. We read paragraphs 
522 and 523 under the title “The Preparations.” 522 – 
The coming of God’s Son to earth is an event of such 
immensity that God willed to prepare for it over the 
centuries. He makes everything converge on Christ. 
He announces him through the mouths of prophets 
who succeeded one another in Israel. 523 – John 
surpasses all the prophets of whom he is the last. He 
inaugurates the Gospel. From his mother’s womb he 
welcomes the coming of Christ. He rejoices in being the 
“friend of the bridegroom” whom he points out as “the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” 
John bears witness to Christ by his preaching, by his 
Baptism of conversion, and through his martyrdom. 
Rejoice always, 1 Thes 5:16, and in particular on this 
Gaudete (Joy) Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, as 
our preparation in celebration of our Lord’s fi rst coming 
(Christmas) and as our preparation for His second 
coming continue. Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus!

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK:

The Catechism Corner

RESPECT LIFE MASS
The Respect Life Mass, a Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children, will be Monday, January 22nd 
at 10:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Cathedral. Bishop Campbell will 
be the celebrant. On this day of the anniversary of the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade, our diocese will join all 
dioceses of the United States in observing a Day of Prayer for 
the Legal Protection of Unborn Children. All are invited. For 
more, visit www.usccb.org/prolife or contact Social Concerns 
at 614-241-2540.

ROE REMEMBRANCE AT OHIO STATEHOUSE
The Greater Columbus Right to Life will sponsor this event 
on Monday, January 22nd from noon to 1:00 p.m. at the Ohio 
Statehouse following the 10:30 a.m. Respect Life Mass at St. 
Joseph Cathedral. The program will be held in the Statehouse 
Atrium. Please allow extra time for new Statehouse security 
measures. Stickers, signs, and weapons are not permitted 
inside. For additional information, visit www.gcrtl.org/roe.html.

 A key facet of stewardship has always 
been personal witness. Today’s readings 
deal in large part with the witness of John 
the Baptist. St. John the Baptist, according 
to historians, was a few months older than 
Jesus. It is also generally accepted that he 
began preaching about six months before 
Jesus came to him to be baptized and to 
begin His ministry.

 St. John the Baptist pointed to Jesus 
as the Messiah. John the Baptist, through 
personal witness, raised a great sense 
of expectancy and excitement, the kind 
of expectancy and excitement that we 
associate with this season of Advent. John 
tries to awaken in people a consciousness 
of sin, the importance of conversion and 
change, and the need to become more holy 
in God’s eyes.

 Those are the same goals we should 
have during this Advent season. The matter 
of witness is a serious and important thing. 
It establishes truth and a solid foundation for 
faith. When we personally witness, it means 
we make a commitment. We cannot be 
neutral when it comes to our faith. We are 
called to be disciples, witnesses of and for 
Christ. We best accomplish that by the ways 
we live our own lives and how we relate to 
and treat others.

 Jesus can meet our every need. Now 
is the time for us to accept that and to place 
our total trust in Him. We can do that best 
by making our own commitment to be His 
disciple, a witness to Who He is and what He 
means to us and all people. catholicsteward.
com

BETHESDA HEALING MINISTRY
Sometimes memories can keep us from experiencing the 
fullness of new life, even following the reception and graced 
forgiveness from the Sacrament of Penance. If you have 
experienced abortion in your life and the memory continues 
to haunt you, perhaps inviting Jesus often into that memory 
will open your spirit to the peace only He can give. Begin 
by praying “Jesus, I don’t want to be chained any longer to 
the memories of the abortion. Please come and heal me.” 
To share the graces of this journey with those who have 
been there, contact Bethesda Healing Ministry confi dential 
lines: 614-309-2651 or 614-309-0157 or visit our website at 
bethesdahealing.org Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/BethesdaHealing.
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DOWNEY’S CARPET CAREof Granvilleof Granvilleof Granvilleof Granvilleof Granville
A family tradition of service excellence, since 1897.

(740) 587-4258

MARK A. CENEVIVA, O.D.
Independent Doctor 

of Optometry

WAL-MART VISION CENTERS
Heath Office Newark Office
911 Hebron Rd. 1315 North 21st St.
(740) 522-2553 (740) 364-9130

WENGER
TEMPERATURE CONTROL

For Your Heating & A/C
2005 PROGRESS AVE.

614-443-2212
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CENTRAL OHIO 
DENTAL SPA

Sy Viet Nguyen, DDS, LLC
740-344-8692

935 River Rd. Granville 587-7266
973 N. 21st St. Newark 366-3356

Coffee &
Community

Village 
Flower Basket

1090 River Road
Granville

587-3439
Village Flower 

Basket
& gardens

granVille, ohio

GUTRIDGE
PLUMBING, INC.

349-9411GPI

For Your Family and Its Future.
Jeffery W. James,

Financial Representative
The Kemelgor Financial Group

(740) 587-2746
Northwestern Mutual

05-2296 ©2005 The Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is a marketing 
name for the sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI and its 
affiliates, and “The Quiet Company” is a registered trademark. 5062-076

Granville, OH
740-587-0161

“Known for Personal Service.”
Bill Hoekstra & Mary Hoekstra

McPeek-Hoekstra
Funeral Home

141 GREEN WAVE DR. • 
NEWARK

740-344-6106

A Positive Connection
Dog Training

Julie Fudge Smith (740) 587-0429
www.apositiveconnection.com

McDERMOTT INSURANCE
Matt McDermott

(740) 345-9574

Nationwide.
But still very, very local.
Get great local service with Nationwide®.

©2006 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. 
Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states.

Auto   Home   Life   Business

303 N. 21st Street,
Newark, OH 43055

mcdermm4@nationwide.com

Newark
38 N. Cedar St.

345-5175

Heath
780 S. 30th St.

522-2668

THE EYE SITE
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

BRETT A. DIETZ, O.D.
NANCY R. DIETZ, O.D.

 Granville Office  Millersport Office
 (740) 587-4970 (740) 467-2525

Knights of Columbus
Insurance & Financial Services with a Catholic Perspective
HH A++ SUPERIOR RATING HH

Annuities • IRAs • Roth IRAs
Life & Long Term Care • Disability Insurance

Mark Hedge, FICF, MDRT • (740) 599-2963
mark.hedge@kofc.org • www.markhedge.org

1190 E. Main Street, Newark, OH 43055 740-349-8686

Always Forward CrossFit
Moving Your Fitness Forward; We Offer 

CrossFit, Bootcamp, CrossFit Kids, 
Masters Lifting, Personal Training

464 S. Main St., Granville
                  Craig McDonald, Co-owner

   alwaysforwardcrossfit.com • 740-507-4378

Join us at Ye Olde Mill
11324 Mt. Vernon Road, Utica

VelvetIceCream.com

Join us at Ye Olde Mill
11324 Mt. Vernon Road, Utica

VelvetIceCream.com

•	 25 Years Experience
•	 Hail	Damage
•	 Body	Line	Dents
•	 Crease	Dents
•	 Door	Dings
•	 MotorcyclesERIC	CLAEYS	740-404-5508

462 S. Main Street, Granville • By Appointment Only
www.dentsolutionsofohio.com

AUTOMOTIVE	PAINTLESS	DENT	REMOVAL

Thinking of ReTiRing?

263 Deo Drive, Newark, Ohio 43055
www.safemoneyplaces.net

740-366-1110/Toll Free 1-866-366-1110
Brian Van Winkle

Parishioner

313 E. Broadway, Granville,OH 43203

740-587-0001 
buxtoninn.com

The Owners are Members of St. Pius X & St. Edward

Sunday Brunch Buffet, 10am-2pm every Sunday

Breakfast, 
Lunch and 

Dinner Daily
587-0204 • www.dayynoche.com 

Grand
Monuments
1600 East Main St.

Newark, Ohio 43055

345-8772

J. Michael 
Maurer, 

Realtor, e-Pro, SRES

116 W. Broadway, 
Granville, OH

740-348-6377
www.GranvilleRealEstate.info
jmichaelmaurer@gmail.com

Call Laura VonBruenchenhein for all your real estate needs!

614-
273-6444

Laura.VonB@HERRealtors.com • lauravonb.com
190 E. Broad Street, Pataskala, OH 43062

Professional Full 
Service REALTOR®

20 ½ N. Park Place,
Newark, OH
Cell 740-334-9777
KellyParkerHome.com

Kelly Parker –

Tim Hughes 
Real Estate Consultant

740-328-9051
timhughesrealtor@gmail.com

www.timhughesrealestateconsultants.com

1400 Chapel Way, Heath740-522-4663

www.chapelgroveinn.com

740 N. 21st street • Newark, OH 43055

740-366-1236 • www.thedentist.us
Accepting New Patients        Parishioners

Jeffrey C. Kirian, DDS, LLC
THE DENTIST

Antiques
& Vintage

Bag & Bulk Mulch – 
Plants – Stone – Topsoil
2135 West Main, Newark 

740-522-6558 
www.hopetimber.com

Antiques & VintAge

GARDEN CENTER

Complete Orthopedic Care   www.ossmnewark.com
1980 Tamarack Road, Newark, Ohio, 43055 • (740) 788-9220

Licking County’s 
Local Orthopedic 

Group Since 
1986

LINCOLN RIDGE FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE • HEALTH

Jerod Long, Parishioner/4th Degree Knight
2034 Cherry Valley Rd., Suite C Newark OH 43055  
JLong@LincolnRidgeFinancial.com
740-334-4804 • www.LincolnRidgeFinancial.com

MEMBERS
OF PARISH

1290 HEBRON ROAD,
HEATH, OH

(1 mile south of Indian Mound Mall)

522-3153
Jeep

FAMILY OWNED
OVER 39 YEARS

Proudly serving the area for over 40 years!

Consumer

support

serviCes inC.
2040 Cherry valley rd.

“Dropless” Cataract Surgery
Richard A. Erdey, M.D.
Gregory D. Searcy, M.D.
Daryl Kaswinkel, M.D.

ERDEY SEARCY 
EYE GROUP

Vision For Life

Laser Vision Correction
Complete Family Eye Care
614.863.EYES (3937)
www.icanseeclearly.com

To place an ad,  
call Dee  Pr int ing
at 1-800-292-9020.

It’s time to relax

  on the

Gifts Cards • Massage • Facials
Pedi’s & Mani’s • Clothing & Jewelry

SpaOnTheAvenue.com
292 Miller Avenue, Newark

(740) 522-4SPA

Call Mike Greene for all of
your RICOH equipment needs.

740.973.3419
mike.greene@momnet.com

51 N. 3rd St. Suite 102 | Newark, Ohio



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments 
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3) 

 

“Let my eyes take their sleep, but may my heart always keep watch for You. May Your 
right hand bless Your servants who love You. May I be united with the praise that 

flows from You, Lord Jesus, to all Your saints; united with the gratitude drawn from 
Your heart, good Jesus, that causes Your saints to thank You; united with Your 
passion, good Jesus, by which You took away our guilt; united with the divine longing 

that You had on earth for our salvation; united with every prayer that welled from 
Your divine heart, good Jesus, and flowed into the hearts of Your saints.” 

~A PRAYER COMPOSED BY SAINT PETER CANISIUS 
 

Monday, December 18 ~ Third Week in the Season of Advent 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary 

was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to 

divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is 

through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name 

him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.”  When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took his wife into his home. He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and 

he named him Jesus. 
 

Meditation: Mary had to face an enormous challenge to her faith and trust in God and to the faith of her 

family and Joseph, the man she chose to marry. She was asked to assume a burden of tremendous 

responsibility. It had never been heard of before that a child could be born without a natural father. Mary 

was asked to accept this miraculous exception to the laws of nature. That required faith and trust in God 

and in his promises. Second, Mary was not yet married. Pregnancy outside of wedlock was not tolerated in 

those days. Mary was only espoused to Joseph, and such an engagement had to last for a whole year. She 

was asked to assume a great risk. She could have been rejected by Joseph, by her family, by all her own 

people. Mary knew that Joseph and her family would not understand without revelation from God. She 

nonetheless believed and trusted in God's promises.  
 

Prayer: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who are weighed down from of old by slavery beneath 

the yoke of sin, may be set free by the newness of the long-awaited Nativity of your Only Begotten Son. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Joseph, a just and God-fearing man, did not wish to embarrass or punish his espoused 

wife, Mary when he discovered that she was pregnant. To all appearances she had broken their solemn 

pledge to be faithful and chaste to one another. Joseph, no doubt took this troubling matter to God in 

prayer. He was not hasty to judge or to react with hurt and anger. God rewarded him not only with 

guidance and consolation, but with the divine assurance that he had indeed called Joseph to be the 

husband of Mary and to assume a mission that would require the utmost faith, confidence, and trust in 

Almighty God. Joseph believed in the divine message to take Mary as his wife and to accept the child in 

her womb as the promised Messiah. Like Mary, Joseph is a model of faith for us. He is a faithful witness 

and servant of God's unfolding plan of redemption. Are you ready to believe in the promises of God, even 

when faced with perplexing circumstances and what seems like insurmountable problems?  
 

 

 



Tuesday, December 19 ~ Third Week in the Season of Advent 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 5:1-25  In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah of 

the priestly division of Abijah; his wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 

Both were righteous in the eyes of God, observing all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 

blamelessly. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren and both were advanced in years. Once 

when he was serving as priest in his division’s turn before God, according to the practice of the priestly 

service, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to burn incense. Then, when the whole 

assembly of the people was praying outside at the hour of the incense offering, the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him, standing at the right of the altar of incense. Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and 

fear came upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has 

been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him John. And you will have joy 

and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He will drink 

neither wine nor strong drink. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb, and he 

will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will go before him in the spirit and power 

of Elijah to turn the hearts of fathers toward children and the disobedient to the understanding of the 

righteous, to prepare a people fit for the Lord.” Then Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? 

For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” And the angel said to him in reply, “I am Gabriel, 

who stand before God. I was sent to speak to you and to announce to you this good news. But now you 

will be speechless and unable to talk until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my 

words, which will be fulfilled at their proper time.” Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and 

were amazed that he stayed so long in the sanctuary. But when he came out, he was unable to speak to 

them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He was gesturing to them but 

remained mute. Then, when his days of ministry were completed, he went home. After this time his wife 

Elizabeth conceived, and she went into seclusion for five months, saying, “So has the Lord done for me at 

a time when he has seen fit to take away my disgrace before others.” 
 

Meditation:  Zechariah was a faithful man who was tuned to God’s voice. He was born into a priestly 

family and it was his privilege to be chosen to enter the inner court of the temple to offer sacrifice to God.  

Luke records that the people wondered at Zechariah’s delay and were amazed that he was speechless 

when he withdrew from the inner sanctuary. They rightly perceived that he had a special encounter with 

God. God’s angelic messenger greeted Zechariah with a blessing beyond his expectations.  “Your prayer is 

heard! You will have a son! And his mission will be great for all of Israel. ” Now that seemed like a lot for 

Zechariah to take in all at once. Could God really do a miracle for his barren wife, Elizabeth?  The angel 

somewhat wisely put Zechariah in his place before God’s mighty action.  He became speechless until the 

day the infant was dedicated to the Lord and given the name, John. When God draws us into his presence, 

he wants us to be still and quiet before him so we can listen as he speaks to our hearts and reveals his 

mind to us. 
 

Prayer: O God, who through your Only Begotten Son have made us a new creation, look kindly, we pray, 

on the handiwork of your mercy, and at your Son's coming cleanse us from every stain of the old way of 

life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: In the annunciation of the birth of John the Baptist, the angel explains to Zechariah the 

role his son is to play in preparing the way for the Messiah. John will be great in the sight of God. He will 

live as a Nazarite (read Book of Numbers 6) – a person set apart for the Lord. He will be filled with the 

Holy Spirit even within his mother's womb. And he shall be sent to the people of God, in the spirit and 

power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of fathers and children to God and one another, by turning the 

“disobedient to the wisdom of the just.” The name John means “the Lord is gracious.” When God acts to 

save us he graciously fills us with his Holy Spirit and makes our faith “alive” to his promises. Do you pray 

that “the hearts of parents and children may be turned to God and one another?” 
 

Wednesday, December 20 ~ Third Week in the Season of Advent 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s 

name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was 

greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said 

to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most 



High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 

since I have no relations with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called 

holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and 

this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, 

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel 

departed from her. 
 

Meditation:  How does Mary respond to the word of God delivered by the angel Gabriel? She knows she 

is hearing something beyond human capability. It will surely take a miracle which surpasses all that God 

has done previously. Her question, “how shall this be, since I have no husband” is not prompted by doubt 

or skepticism, but by wonderment! She is a true hearer of the Word and she immediately responds with 

faith and trust. Mary's prompt response of "yes" to the divine message is a model of faith for all believers. 

Mary believed God's promises even when they seemed impossible. She was full of grace because she 

trusted that what God said was true and would be fulfilled. She was willing and eager to do God's will, 

even if it seemed difficult or costly. 
 

Prayer: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the coming solemnity of your Son may bestow healing upon 

us in this present life and bring us the rewards of life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Mary is the “mother of God” because God becomes incarnate when he takes on flesh in 

her womb.  When we pray the Nicene Creed we state our confession of faith in this great mystery: “For us 

men and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became 

incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and was made man”.  God gives us grace and he expects us to respond with 

the same willingness, obedience, and heartfelt trust as Mary did. When God commands he also gives help, 

strength, and means to respond. We can either yield to his grace or resist and go our own way. Do you 

believe in God's promises and yield to his grace? 
 

Thursday, December 21 ~ Third Week in the Season of Advent 

Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:39-45  Mary set out in those days and traveled to the hill country in haste to a 

town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a 

loud voice and said, “Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how 

does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of 

your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that 

what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” 
 

Meditation: What is the significance of Mary's visit to her cousin Elizabeth before the birth of Jesus? 

When Elizabeth greeted Mary and recognized the Messiah in Mary's womb they were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and with a joyful anticipation of the fulfillment of God's promise to give a Savior. What a marvelous 

wonder for God to fill not only Elizabeth's heart with his Holy Spirit but the child in her womb as well. John 

the Baptist, even before the birth of the Messiah, pointed to his coming and leapt for joy in the womb of 

his mother as the Holy Spirit revealed to him the presence of the King to be born. The Holy Spirit is God's 

gift to us to enable us to know and experience the indwelling presence of God and the power of his 

kingdom. The Holy Spirit is the way in which God reigns within each of us. Do you live in the joy and 

knowledge of God's indwelling presence with you through his Holy Spirit?  
 

Prayer: O God, who for the defense of the Catholic faith made the Priest Saint Peter Canisius strong in 

virtue and in learning, grant, through his intercession, that those who seek the truth may joyfully find 

you, their God, and that your faithful people may persevere in confession you. Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Contemplation: You are indeed blessed if you see and recognize the Lord with the “eyes of faith.” The 

word “blessed” [makarios in Greek] literally means “happiness” or “beatitude.” It describes a kind of joy 

which is serene and untouchable, self-contained, and independent from chance and changing 

circumstances of life. There is a certain paradox for those “blessed” by the Lord. Mary was given the 



“blessedness” of being the mother of the Son of God. That blessedness also would become a sword which 

pierced her heart as her Son died upon the cross. Mary received both a crown of joy and a cross of 

sorrow. Her joy was not diminished by her sorrow because it was fueled by her faith, hope, and trust in 

God and his promises. Jesus promised his disciples that “no one will take your joy from you” (John 16:22). 

The Lord gives us a supernatural joy which enables us to bear any sorrow or pain and which neither life 

nor death can take away. As we move closer to the end of Advent, have you come to know during this 

time the joy of living a life given over to God in greater faith and trust? 
 

About Saint Peter Canisius: Born in 1521, Peter Canisius was a remarkable Jesuit who almost single-

handedly re-evangelized Central Europe, founded dozens of colleges, contributed to the rebirth of 

Catholicism by his prodigious writings, and laid the groundwork for the Catholic Reformation north of the 

Alps. He organized the Jesuits into a compact unit and made the society a leading force in the Counter-

Reformation. He was a severe critic of religious and clerical life in post-Reformation Germany, and 

recommended far-reaching reforms and had a profound effect upon the education and spiritual life of the 

clergy. Through his efforts, seminaries were founded. In the midst of his many labors, he edited and 

published editions of the Fathers of the Church, catechisms, spiritual manuals, and textbooks that went 

into countless editions even in his own lifetime. He died on December 21, 1597, at Fribourg, Switzerland, 

and was canonized and declared a Doctor of the Church in 1925.  
 

Friday, December 22 ~ Third Week in the Season of Advent 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:46-56  Mary said: "My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices 

in God my savior, for he has looked upon his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me 

blessed: the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who 

fear him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, and has scattered the proud in their 

conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the 

hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant 

Israel for he remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his 

children for ever." Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and then returned to her home. 
 

Meditation: Today’s gospel, referred to as The Magnificat, is not what one would have expected to hear 

from the lips of a simple village girl named Mary. It is Mary’s response to the greeting she received from 

her cousin Elizabeth – a song is full of joy, especially because Mary recognizes that God has acknowledged 

the presence of a simple girl living in a small place who, in the eyes of the world, is deemed a person of 

no consequence. But, where God is concerned, everyone is of equal consequence because we are all 

children of God, equal in his eyes. “My spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked upon his lowly 

servant.” 
 

Prayer: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who are weighed down from of old by slavery beneath 

the yoke of sin, may be set free by the newness of the long-awaited Nativity of your Only Begotten Son. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Despite what we may think about ourselves, always remember that God has great things 

in store for his people. It is again a vision of the Kingdom, of God’s will being done on earth. It is indeed 

Good News. All this is very much in line with the picture of Jesus when one reads the gospels.  It is in the 

gospels where the poor, the weak, the marginalized, the outcast and the sinful have a special place in the 

eyes of Jesus. We, too, can rejoice with Mary in the long list of good things that we have been gifted with 

by our loving Lord. Those gifts are not just for our enjoyment. Our task is, in accordance with those God-

given gifts, abilities and talents, to make sure that the love of God is tangibly experienced by the poor, the 

weak, the marginalized, the outcast and the sinful in our own midst. The realization of what Mary sings 

about in today’s gospel will only take place when we all work together with Jesus to bring it about. With 

Mary, let us all say a resounding “Yes” to God’s plans for we, his sons and daughters. 
 

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Daily meditations and 

contemplations adapted from the Irish Jesuits’ Sacred Space web page and Biblical Medications for Advent 
by Rev. Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P.; prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011; 
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site. 
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Estimates
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• Belts, Hoses & Most Auto Repairs
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GREEN’S

740-522-7600 • 1930 Tamarack Road
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Hearing Edge, LLC
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740-321-3396 (Jim Biven, Jr.)
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www.LMHealth.org
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Sean Mulryan, CFBE, General Manager
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Granville Inn & Denison Golf Club
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Services
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Family Medicine
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CENTER
FREE Consultation for Invisalign or Braces
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Creating a little ray of Sunshine 
through a ray of confectionery treats.

119 E. Elm Street,
Granville, Ohio
740-920-4714

Serving Licking, Knox, 
Franklin, Delaware and 

all surrounding counties
274 S 6th St., Newark

Off: (740) 366-3255   (800) 395-5784
jackssepticoh.com

Install * Repair * Pump * Service * Jet Aeration 
* Conventional * Mound * Drip

Precision Slate & Tile Roofing Co. Ltd.
2767 E. 4th Avenue, Columbus, OH 43219
614-448-8344 • www.precisionslateroof.com

Have you had your roof checked lately?
Sometimes you can’t see the damage. High 
Winds and Harsh Weather can damage 
your roof; call us today and let us see if 
there is any need for repairs.
Don’t wait until it’s too late.

FREE
Estimates

Advanced Business 
Consulting

Full Bookkeeping services provided. 
Business & Financial Consulting. 

Quick Books Pro Advisor
740-624-4175

“Building Blocks to your Financial 
Peace of Mind.. by offering full 

bookkeeping services!”
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A family tradition of service excellence, since 1897.

(740) 587-4258
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(740) 522-2553 (740) 364-9130

WENGER
TEMPERATURE CONTROL

For Your Heating & A/C
2005 PROGRESS AVE.

614-443-2212

#8
62

14
-M

M
-1

0/
27

/1
7

CENTRAL OHIO 
DENTAL SPA

Sy Viet Nguyen, DDS, LLC
740-344-8692

935 River Rd. Granville 587-7266
973 N. 21st St. Newark 366-3356

Coffee &
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Village 
Flower Basket

1090 River Road
Granville

587-3439
Village Flower 

Basket
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granVille, ohio

GUTRIDGE
PLUMBING, INC.

349-9411GPI

For Your Family and Its Future.
Jeffery W. James,

Financial Representative
The Kemelgor Financial Group

(740) 587-2746
Northwestern Mutual

05-2296 ©2005 The Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is a marketing 
name for the sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI and its 
affiliates, and “The Quiet Company” is a registered trademark. 5062-076

Granville, OH
740-587-0161

“Known for Personal Service.”
Bill Hoekstra & Mary Hoekstra

McPeek-Hoekstra
Funeral Home

141 GREEN WAVE DR. • 
NEWARK

740-344-6106

A Positive Connection
Dog Training

Julie Fudge Smith (740) 587-0429
www.apositiveconnection.com

McDERMOTT INSURANCE
Matt McDermott

(740) 345-9574

Nationwide.
But still very, very local.
Get great local service with Nationwide®.

©2006 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. 
Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states.

Auto   Home   Life   Business

303 N. 21st Street,
Newark, OH 43055

mcdermm4@nationwide.com

Newark
38 N. Cedar St.

345-5175

Heath
780 S. 30th St.

522-2668
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BRETT A. DIETZ, O.D.
NANCY R. DIETZ, O.D.

 Granville Office  Millersport Office
 (740) 587-4970 (740) 467-2525

Knights of Columbus
Insurance & Financial Services with a Catholic Perspective
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Annuities • IRAs • Roth IRAs
Life & Long Term Care • Disability Insurance

Mark Hedge, FICF, MDRT • (740) 599-2963
mark.hedge@kofc.org • www.markhedge.org

1190 E. Main Street, Newark, OH 43055 740-349-8686

Always Forward CrossFit
Moving Your Fitness Forward; We Offer 

CrossFit, Bootcamp, CrossFit Kids, 
Masters Lifting, Personal Training

464 S. Main St., Granville
                  Craig McDonald, Co-owner

   alwaysforwardcrossfit.com • 740-507-4378

Join us at Ye Olde Mill
11324 Mt. Vernon Road, Utica

VelvetIceCream.com

Join us at Ye Olde Mill
11324 Mt. Vernon Road, Utica

VelvetIceCream.com

•	 25 Years Experience
•	 Hail	Damage
•	 Body	Line	Dents
•	 Crease	Dents
•	 Door	Dings
•	 MotorcyclesERIC	CLAEYS	740-404-5508

462 S. Main Street, Granville • By Appointment Only
www.dentsolutionsofohio.com

AUTOMOTIVE	PAINTLESS	DENT	REMOVAL

Thinking of ReTiRing?

263 Deo Drive, Newark, Ohio 43055
www.safemoneyplaces.net

740-366-1110/Toll Free 1-866-366-1110
Brian Van Winkle

Parishioner

313 E. Broadway, Granville,OH 43203

740-587-0001 
buxtoninn.com

The Owners are Members of St. Pius X & St. Edward

Sunday Brunch Buffet, 10am-2pm every Sunday

Breakfast, 
Lunch and 

Dinner Daily
587-0204 • www.dayynoche.com 
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1600 East Main St.

Newark, Ohio 43055

345-8772

J. Michael 
Maurer, 

Realtor, e-Pro, SRES

116 W. Broadway, 
Granville, OH

740-348-6377
www.GranvilleRealEstate.info
jmichaelmaurer@gmail.com

Call Laura VonBruenchenhein for all your real estate needs!

614-
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Laura.VonB@HERRealtors.com • lauravonb.com
190 E. Broad Street, Pataskala, OH 43062

Professional Full 
Service REALTOR®

20 ½ N. Park Place,
Newark, OH
Cell 740-334-9777
KellyParkerHome.com

Kelly Parker –

Tim Hughes 
Real Estate Consultant

740-328-9051
timhughesrealtor@gmail.com

www.timhughesrealestateconsultants.com

1400 Chapel Way, Heath740-522-4663

www.chapelgroveinn.com

740 N. 21st street • Newark, OH 43055

740-366-1236 • www.thedentist.us
Accepting New Patients        Parishioners

Jeffrey C. Kirian, DDS, LLC
THE DENTIST

Antiques
& Vintage

Bag & Bulk Mulch – 
Plants – Stone – Topsoil
2135 West Main, Newark 

740-522-6558 
www.hopetimber.com

Antiques & VintAge

GARDEN CENTER

Complete Orthopedic Care   www.ossmnewark.com
1980 Tamarack Road, Newark, Ohio, 43055 • (740) 788-9220

Licking County’s 
Local Orthopedic 

Group Since 
1986

LINCOLN RIDGE FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE • HEALTH

Jerod Long, Parishioner/4th Degree Knight
2034 Cherry Valley Rd., Suite C Newark OH 43055  
JLong@LincolnRidgeFinancial.com
740-334-4804 • www.LincolnRidgeFinancial.com

MEMBERS
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1290 HEBRON ROAD,
HEATH, OH

(1 mile south of Indian Mound Mall)

522-3153
Jeep
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OVER 39 YEARS

Proudly serving the area for over 40 years!
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2040 Cherry valley rd.

“Dropless” Cataract Surgery
Richard A. Erdey, M.D.
Gregory D. Searcy, M.D.
Daryl Kaswinkel, M.D.

ERDEY SEARCY 
EYE GROUP

Vision For Life

Laser Vision Correction
Complete Family Eye Care
614.863.EYES (3937)
www.icanseeclearly.com
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292 Miller Avenue, Newark
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Call Mike Greene for all of
your RICOH equipment needs.

740.973.3419
mike.greene@momnet.com

51 N. 3rd St. Suite 102 | Newark, Ohio


