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ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR CHURCH GRANVILLE, OHIO

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 2, 2018 – YEAR C

PRELUDE
TBD
 
INTRODUCTORY RITES 
ENTRANCE: 
 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates (#68)
No Gloria
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD
READINGS/PSALM/GOSPEL ACC.: p. 31-32
 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
PREPARATION OF GIFTS: 
 Creator of the Stars of Night (#73)
SANCTUS: chanted (#932)
MEM. ACC.: 
 We proclaim your death, O Lord… (chanted)
AMEN: chanted
AGNUS DEI: chanted (#936)
COMMUNION: Christ, Be Our Light (#596)
COMMUNION 2 (10:45 Choir): 
 Take Comfort, My People (Warner)
 
CONCLUDING RITE
SENDING FORTH: The Advent of Our King (#57)
 
CANTORS
TBD

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3 – Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
 9:00 a.m. Fr. J. Lawrence Reichert (RIP) 
   by St. Edward Parish
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 – Saint John Damascene, 
Priest and Doctor of the Church
 9:00 a.m. Kevin Enke (RIP) by Parish Staff
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5
 9:00 a.m. John C. Kinney (RIP) by Diane Kinney
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 – Saint Nicholas, Bishop
 9:00 a.m. Intentions of Amelia Winchester on 
   99th Birthday by Msgr. Paul P. Enke
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7 – Saint Ambrose, 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church
 9:00 a.m. Carol Stewart (RIP) by Andy & Lisa Sloan
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 – 
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
 9:00 a.m. Chuck & Rita Meteer (RIP) by their Children
 5:00 p.m. Deceased Members of the Brado Family 
   by Carol & Richard Lawson
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 – 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 8:15 a.m. Mary & James Wagner (RIP); Leo &
   Betty Fox (RIP) by Leo & Suzanne Fox
 10:45 a.m. James A. Masterson (RIP) 
   by Barbara Sensabaugh
 4:30 p.m. Mass at Swasey Chapel for  
   Living & Deceased Members 
   of St. Edward Parish
Pray for all priests, seminarians and priestly vocations.

DECEMBER 8/9 
LECTORS:
 5:00 p.m. Tim Miller, Chuck Peterson
 8:15 a.m. Kathy Horton, Phil Stukus
 10:45 a.m. Rose Ann Stevenson, Pete Thomas

ALTAR SERVERS:
 5:00 p.m. Sarah Carpenter, Nathaniel Hock, 
   Daniel Pappas
 8:15 a.m. Andy Sanchez, Luke Sanchez, 
   Augustus Wilson
 10:45 a.m. Jason Reding, Emma Reding, 
   Adam Spieles

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
 5:00 p.m. Gary Kristensen, Jerod Long, John Martin, 
   Monna McCabe-Ashcraft, Gerry Moses
 8:15 a.m. Johnda Orndorff, Norbert Schaefer 
   Lisa Sloan, Gene Theibert, Carla Wolfe
 10:45 a.m. Noelle Gremling, Lynn Harden, 
   Mark Harden, Frances Hiebel, 
   Richard Hoben, Charlie Hohman, 
   Kathy Kiebel, Joe Krempel, 
   Robin Krempel

GIFT BEARERS:
 9:00 a.m.  Meteer Family
 5:00 p.m.  Carol & Richard Lawson
 8:15 a.m.  Leo & Suzanne Fox
 10:45 a.m.  Masterson Family



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 2, 2018

1. We begin the Advent season this weekend. The 
following excerpt from U.S. Catholic magazine 
(December) by the magazine editor, Meghan 
Murphy-Gill suggests a way we can wait with joyful 
hope during this season:

“We wait in joyful hope during Advent. But I think 
that as church people, we can sometimes be a little 
brooding about what it means to wait for a savior. We 
look around us and find everything at fault with the world: 
a consumerist culture hell-bent on getting the newest, 
shiniest, biggest stuff; tacky holiday decorations whose 
putrid glow obscures “the true meaning of Christmas.”

 We want to do the right thing. We want to wait, but 
we forget to do so joyfully. And in this holier-than-thou 
righteous waiting for the “reason for the season,” we 
aren’t always particularly joyful.

 Waiting in joyful hope doesn’t mean we ought to 
develop a myopia that only allows us to see the pretty 
twinkle lights and wrapped presents. It doesn’t mean 
we have to ignore criticisms of a culture driven by 
advertisements and marketing and branding.

 But we could be less grumpy about it. Joyful even. 
After all, we’re waiting on the best miracle of all: God’s 
arrival in our midst, in the form of a human child.

2. Next Saturday, December 8th we will observe the 
Feast Day of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, a holyday in our country. Mass 
will be at 9:00 a.m. that morning and we hope to see 
you there as we honor the patroness of our country.

3. This bulletin had to be submitted early on November 
21st, so no report on our Christmas Bazaar yet.

A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR

HOMEBOUND MINISTERS:
Deana Wright, Dale Panko

BAPTISMS
We welcome into our church family John Parker Fox, son 
of Jason & Monica Fox who was baptized on November 
18th. May the Lord continue to bless this family forever.

SUNDAY NURSERY
The Nursery/Playroom for young children is open during 
the 10:45 a.m. Mass. New volunteers are needed. For 
more information and to be added to the Sunday schedule, 
contact our nursery coordinator, Shannon Hughes at 740-
404-9427 or dchsmh@gmail.com.

IN SYMPATHY
We pray for Brenda S. Butt, daughter of parishioner Jan 
Shea. May Brenda live forever in the light of God’s love.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
The weekend Collection for November 18th was $8,221.82. 
Also the collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development was $2,091.66. The regular Sunday 
collection amount for November 25th was not available for 
the early bulletin deadline.

FLOCKNOTE
Do you Flocknote? Please join our Flocknote community 
to receive updates and information about St. Edward. 
Join our Flocknote messaging system from our parish 
website www.saintedwards.org.

ONLINE GIVING 
This weekend’s collection is for St. Vincent de Paul ~ please 
be generous. Upcoming Diocesan Collection: Retirement 
Fund for Religious is the weekend of December 8/9. Your 
gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps to provide 
medications, nursing care, and more for tens of thousands 
of elderly religious.

If you don’t have an account in the Online Giving Program 
with St. Edward Church, please create an account from the 
link on the Parish website. Click on the green  
button. Please contact the office if you have any questions. 

WELCOME!
You may have come as a stranger to us, yet you are known 
to Our Lord, Jesus Christ. In His name we pray you will find 
peace, hospitality and friendship with us.

NOTES FROM THE LOFT
• During Advent, the U.S. bishops urge that “the organ 

and other musical instruments should be used with 
moderation and should not anticipate the full joy of the 
Nativity of the Lord” (Sing to the Lord, 114). Parishes 
do this in many ways, such as less instrumental music, 
softer organ settings, and more singing a cappella 
(without instruments). As St. Edward has traditionally 
done, we will sing the Latin Sanctus (Holy) and Agnus 
Dei (Lamb of God), two chants that the bishops say 
should be known by “each worshiping community in 
the United States, including all age groups and ethnic 
groups” (Sing to the Lord 75). Even as we show 
moderation, though, our music still reflects a spirit of 
joyful hope as we await Christ’s coming. ~ Paul (740-
587-3254, music@saintedwards.org) 

RCIA
The next RCIA session is this Tuesday, December 4th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. We will explore the topic of 
Mary, Mother of God. Anyone is invited to attend.



ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR CHURCH GRANVILLE, OHIO

EVENTS/MEETINGS THIS WEEK
Sunday, December 2 – First Sunday of Advent
Welcome Sunday
Anointing of the Sick – 8:15 a.m. Mass
RCIA Rite of Welcoming – 10:45 a.m. Mass
St. Vincent de Paul Conference Collection
Giving Tree Deadline & Sorting of Gifts – 
 1:00 p.m. – Hall
Choir Rehearsal – 9:30 a.m. – Loft
Children’s Choir – 11:45 a.m. – Loft
SENT – 7:00 p.m. – Hall
Monday, December 3
Eucharistic Adoration – 9:30 a.m. until 
 9:00 a.m. Tuesday – Chapel
Walking With Purpose – 7:00 p.m. – Hall
Tuesday, December 4
Bell Choir – 7:00 p.m. – Loft
RCIA – 7:00 p.m. – Hall
Men’s Group for Rediscovery – 7:30 p.m. – Lounge
Wednesday, December 5
Rosary Makers – 9:30 a.m. – Lounge
PSR – see schedule
Advent Series – 7:00 p.m. – Chapel & Lounge
Thursday, December 6
Scripture Study – 9:30 a.m. – Classroom 8
Choir – 7:00 p.m. – Loft
Saturday, December 8
Saturday Morning Men’s Fellowship – 7:00 a.m.
Mass for the Immaculate Conception – 
 9:00 a.m. – Church

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION – 2018-2019
The PSR schedule this week:
Today, Sunday, December 2
Grades 5, 6, 7, 8... Classes from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Grade Pre-K/K... Class from 10:45 a.m. to the end 
of Mass

This Wednesday, December 5
Grades 1-A, 2-A, 3-A, 4-A... Classes from 
 5:15-6:15 p.m.
15 minute break for dismissal and arrival
Grade 1-B, 3-B, 4-B... Classes from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

MAKE THIS THE BEST ADVENT EVER
Don’t let this Advent pass you by without doing something 
unique to prepare your hearts for Christmas. You can 
receive a daily free e-mail message and a short inspirational 
video from the folks at Dynamic Catholic. Simply go to 
www.BestAdventEver.com to sign up anytime during the 
season.

DYNAMIC CATHOLIC PRESENTATION ~  
FIND YOUR GREATNESS
You, your family and friends are invited to join 
a Dynamic Catholic event entitled “Find your 
Greatness” where participants will learn how to 
strengthen the 4 signs of an engaged Catholic – 
prayer, study, evangelization and generosity.

Dynamic Catholic
“Find your Greatness”

Church of the Resurrection
Saturday, March 16th, 2019

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Ticket cost is $25.00

 Applying a game-changing strategy, Dynamic 
Catholic’s Dr. Allen Hunt will create a personal plan to 
master and enrich these 4 life-giving spiritual habits 
transforming and inspiring participants to become 
highly engaged Catholics!

Please plan to attend this inspiring event  
focused on creating a vibrant spiritual life 

and reinvigorating the faithful

 Purchase your tickets today for this 
transformative event: Register online at 
DynamicCatholic.com/NewAlbany or go to the Church 
of the Resurrection parish website: https://www.cotrna.
org/ and click on the “Find your Greatness” icon. Tickets 
will also be on sale after all Masses at St. Edward this 
weekend, December 1-2.

November 27, 2018
 MANY THANKS to all who contributed during 

the Advance Giving Days and on #GivingTuesday as 
an opportunity to give back to St. Edward Church, to 
support our efforts at advancing our technology. We 
appreciate your generosity!
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SUPPORT THE RETIREMENT FUND 
FOR RELIGIOUS
A donor writes, “Your flyer touched my heart – seeing 
the retired religious, such memories surfaced.” Do you 
remember the sisters, brothers, or religious order priests 
who made a positive difference in your life? Today many are 
elderly and need assistance. Their religious communities 
struggle to meet retirement needs while continuing to serve 
the People of God. Please give to next week’s second 
collection.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL COLLECTION SUNDAY
Conference members will be at the doors of the church 
to receive your generous donations after all the Masses 
this weekend. Thank you for your financial support to help 
those in need in our area.

ADVENT SCHEDULE
Immaculate Conception – Holy Day of Obligation
Saturday, December 8 at 9:00 a.m.

Anointing of the Sick
Sunday, December 9  at the 8:15 a.m. Mass

Advent Communal Penance Services
St. Leonard, Sunday, December 2 at 4:00 p.m.
St. Francis, Wednesday, December 5, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
 along with Adoration, Praise and Worship
St. Vincent de Paul, Mt. Vernon, Tuesday,  
 December 11 at 6:30 p.m.
St. Luke, Danville, Wednesday, December 12  
 at 6:30 p.m. 
St. Edward, Thursday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m.

Extra Confessions at St. Edward
Wednesday, December 19 at 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent Masses
Saturday, December 22, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 23, 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. – 
 No Mass at Denison

PRAYER CHAIN
If you, a family member or someone close to you, would 
like to be added to the St. Edward Prayer Chain, please 
call Cindy Kendrick at 740-366-2871 or 740-404-3591. If 
you would like to volunteer to be a member of this ministry, 
please call Cindy.

FIRST SUNDAY ROSARY
You are invited to pray the Rosary with 
your St. Edward community ~ before 
the 10:45 a.m. Mass! Please join us 
TODAY at 10:20 a.m. in the Church. 
Rosaries and guides will be handed 
out in the Gathering Space. We look 
forward to praying together!

DAILY ROSARY
Please join us to recite the Rosary after the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
each week day in the Chapel. We look forward to praying 
together! Rosaries are available at the entrances of the 
church.

ADVENT SERIES ~  
EXPLORING ADVENT WITH LUKE
All parishioners are welcome to attend “Exploring Advent 
with Luke” on the remaining Wednesdays of Advent from 
7:00 to 8:15 p.m. The discussion will be based on the book, 
“Exploring Advent with Luke, Four Questions for Spiritual 
Growth” by Timothy Clayton, 2012, Ave Maria Press. We 
will start at 7:00 with the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary in 
the Chapel followed by a presentation in the Lounge from 
the book. December 5, Week 2 – Chapter 2: “Is there room 
in my life for God?”-based on the second question posed 
in Luke’s Gospel by Mary, Mother of Jesus. December 12, 
Week 3 –  Chapter 3: ”Does God really want me?” -based on 
the third question by Elizabeth, Mother of John the Baptist. 
December 19, Week 4 – Chapter 4: “Where is God leading 
me?” -posed by the people at the naming of John the Baptist. 
The evening will close after Night Prayer at 8:15 p.m.

WORD ON FIRE ~ THE MASS
 Date change ~ starting in January! Walk through 

the Liturgy of the Mass with Bishop Barron and you’ll be 
transformed through insights on this most privileged 
and intimate encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ. See 
how the Mass brings us out of the fallen world and 
into the heavenly realm, how it resonates with a call from 
God and a response from His people, the Church, and, 
most importantly, how we are intimately joined with the 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus through the Holy 
Eucharist.

 The Mass will help you understand how fully, 
consciously, and actively you can participate in the source 
and summit of the Christian life.

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
We invite you to join us each Saturday morning from 7:00-
8:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall, for a program by Father Larry 
Richards called “22:32 Men Strengthening Summits,” 
based upon his book “Be a Man! ~ Being the Man God 
Meant You to Be.” The format is a 30-minute video and 
30 minutes of small table discussion. This program is 
engaging and will help us in creating better bonds as men 
closer to Christ.
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CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE ~  
PLEASE RETURN GIFTS THIS WEEKEND

We thank you for your generous support of 
this project!! The St. Vincent de Paul Society 
of St. Edward Church would like your help to 
make Christmas brighter for children and 
families in Licking County, foster children, for 

the men who are currently homeless and living at the St. 
Vincent Haven, and Homebound Seniors.

 *Please leave UNWRAPPED gifts, with the “ornament” 
TAG ATTACHED, under the Giving Tree, along with some 
wrapping paper.

 *Food gift certificates from Aldi and “GAS ONLY” cards 
from local gas stations (like Speedway) are a wonderful 
ADDITION to a family gift...if you are able to do so! Return 
gifts this weekend; thereafter, gifts may not be included 
in the family’s gift bag. **We need volunteers to sort gifts 
in the Parish Hall, December 2nd, from 1:00-3:00 p.m.! 
Questions? Please call Pattie Wolf at 740-344-8364.**

THANK YOU FROM HEARTBEATS
A sincere heartfelt THANK-YOU to all who participated in 
this year’s Bottles for Life campaign. At last count, 122 
bottles have been returned out of 188 bottles taken by 
parishioners. If you have one of the 66 missing bottles, 
you may return it at any time to the parish office. If you 
wish to contribute to Heartbeats’ Bottles for Life campaign 
without a bottle, you may do so at any time by placing 
your contribution in an envelope marked “Bottles for Life” 
and dropping it in the collection basket or taking it to the 
parish office. Heartbeats relies on these contributions to 
support their ultrasound program. Mothers who see their 
babies on the ultrasound screen are more likely to make 
an informed decision they will not regret.

BETHESDA HEALING MINISTRY
Are you grieving because of the loss of your child? Have 
you, perhaps, lost someone close to you because of your 
abortion? Although identifying and acknowledging your 
loss is painful, it is an important step towards the healing 
of your grief. You are not alone. Those who participate 
in Bethesda Healing Ministry have been on this healing 
journey, perhaps, a few months or many years. God is ever 
present at Bethesda Healing Ministry. He is waiting for you. 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month. Call 
us on confidential lines: 614-309-2651 or 614-309-0157 or 
visit our website www.bethesdahealing.org.

18TH ANNUAL BLANKET DRIVE
This is the 18th year of helping our community stay warm! 
We are collecting: blankets (new and nearly new,) socks, 
hats, gloves, and scarves, etc. Donations will be distributed 
to: Licking County Coalition for Housing, Licking County 
Coalition for Care, St. Vincent de Paul, Salvation Army, 
Community Meals, and the Homeless Daytime Center. 
Drop-off locations: Jeffries Supplies: 49 N. 4th Street 
or Luikart Heating: 358 Wilson Street, both in Newark. Or 
phone for pick-up: 740-928-4546 or 740-928-0415, ext. 
133 (leave a message.) Monetary donations can be sent 
to the Licking County Coalition for Housing, 23 S. Park 
Place, Suite 200, PO Box 613, Newark, OH 43055-0613.

WELCOME SUNDAY
 Welcome Sunday is December 2nd after both 

Masses. The Knights of Columbus will be providing the 
coffee and donuts.

 If your family or business would like to be a sponsor 
for Welcome Sunday, please contact Scott Scholten at 
740-258-3287. All money collected in the jug on the 
donut tables is for our “Pennies For Heaven” campaign. 
Your generous donations go directly to support our 
Seminarians as well as to promote vocations. We thank 
you for your contributions!

STEWARDSHIP
 This month, the St. Vincent de Paul Conference 

will host the Stewardship Table. If you are interested in 
learning more about this ministry, plan to visit. There are 
St. Edward Ministry sign-up sheets at the Stewardship 
table. If you are interested, you may sign up for a parish 
ministry.

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
All new members of the parish, please stop by the 
Welcome Committee table. The Welcome Committee 
would like to meet you and give you a small gift 
from the parish. Also, new families can register.

EQUAL EXCHANGE INTERFAITH 
COFFEE PROGRAM

The Women of St. Edward will have Fairly Traded coffee 
and chocolate candy bars for sale in the Hall. As part of 
the Equal Exchange Interfaith Coffee Program, the sale 
of fairly traded coffee helps small-scale farmers in Latin 
America, Africa, and Asia build a better economic future 
for their families and communities.

A focus on ministry opportunities at St. Edwards
An invitation to you to be involved in

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE
Parishioners have the opportunity to help with person-
to-person service to the needy and suffering in our area. 
Opportunities for service include Home Visits, Dispatching, 
Christmas Giving Tree, Publicity, Fundraising, and more. 
Our work is the Gospel message in action. An informal 
meeting is held during Welcome Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 
Business meetings are the 3rd Sunday of each month 
after the last Mass. For more information, contact Kathi 
Jackson at 908-328-1816 jimandkathi.jackson@gmail.
com.

CLOSER TO HOME…  
STEWARDSHIP AT ST. EDWARD



Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 33:14–16; 1 Thessalonians 
3:12—4:2; Luke 21:25–28, 34–36. Many good things 
require waiting and planning: a wedding celebration, the 
birth or adoption of a baby, running a marathon. For such 
events, we enter into a mode in which much attention is 
focused on the preparation, even while the obligations of our 
daily life continue.

This kind of preparation is needed to have a good 
Advent. It may be hard to imagine even more preparation 
when already there are presents to be bought and wrapped, 
a tree and lights to be put up, cookies to be baked, and cards 
to be written. 

Preparing for Advent is not hard work; it is a work of the 
heart. There are many ways to prepare our hearts—attending 

daily Mass, reading and reflecting on each day’s readings, 
praying Morning and Evening Prayer, praying the Rosary, 
and meditating in silence for fifteen minutes each day.

The work of the heart we choose keeps our eyes fixed 
on the miracle that in God’s plan, he spoke his Word and the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Jesus is the Word 
expressed in flesh and blood, to allow us to draw closer to 
the God of infinite mystery. Jesus gives his very flesh and 
blood to us—once in history on Calvary, and for all time in 
the Eucharist. 

While we await his return, we have good reason to 
“stand erect and raise [our] heads,” as today’s Gospel coun-
sels. We cannot become too fatigued or too anxious to 
remember that “[our] redemption is at hand.”

God’s Justice
God of justice,
you surprise us with your choices
of the smallest nation to bless the world,
a shepherd boy to be their king,
and a baby born in a stable to be the 

King of Kings.
Give us a heart like yours
that loves the least among us
and values them as the greatest.
Teach us your justice
that will always forgive
and bring forth life from death.
We make our prayer through Jesus, 

the long-awaited Messiah,
the fulfillment of the promise from 

all ages. Amen.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday, December 2, 2018
A Season of Waiting



© 2018 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Barbara Matera. Illustrated by Tamar Messer.
Scripture texts are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Permission to publish
granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago, on March 9, 2018.

Monday, December 3
St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
Prophets know that God’s saving work is not just for the 
Jewish people. Isaiah calls his countrymen to “walk in the 
light of the Lord,” anticipating the day when “all nations 
shall stream toward [Jerusalem].” Jesus meets a Roman cen-
turion whose faith amazes him compared to many “children 
of the kingdom.” As Advent begins, we might ask ourselves 
whether we, who have had the benefit of hearing the Word of 
God and receiving sacraments, have weak or strong faith. 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 2:1–5; Psalm 122:1–2, 3–4b, 4cd–5,
6–7, 8–9; Matthew 8:5–11.

Tuesday, December 4
Blessed Are We
Isaiah speaks of a time when the earth will be filled with 
knowledge of the Lord, and there will be peace among 
nations and even animals. These events await the fulfillment 
of God’s plan when Jesus returns in glory. Yet Jesus knows 
how blessed his disciples are to see him in the flesh and hear 
his words. When we take the Risen Christ into our body in 
the Eucharist and listen to the Word, we are blessed with a 
foretaste of the time when we will know him fully. Today’s 
Readings: Isaiah 11:1–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 12–13, 17; 
Luke 10:21–24.

Wednesday, December 5
Making God Known
For the third day, we hear Isaiah describe a mountain where 
all will come to know God as he provides rich, plentiful food 
and destroys death. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus feeds more 
than four thousand people and heals all who are sick. Surely, 
God is making himself known in their midst! When we pre-
pare food for others or tend them when they are sick, are we 
aware that we are making God known? Today’s Readings: 
Isaiah 25:6–10a; Psalm 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6; Matthew 
15:29–37.

Thursday, December 6
St. Nicholas
Advent is a good time to evaluate whether our religious prac-
tices are built on the rock-solid foundation of Jesus or a lack 
of trust. Isaiah says that peace will reign when we fully trust 
God. St. Nicholas, who remains a revered saint 1,800 years 
after he lived, is remembered for his generosity to the poor 
and the secrecy of his good deeds. He heard the words of 
Jesus and acted on them. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 26:1–6; 
Psalm 118:1 and 8–9, 19–21, 25–27a; Matthew 7:21, 24–27.

Friday, December 7
St. Ambrose
When Jesus heals two blind men, they tell everyone they 
know. In the fourth century, St. Ambrose was renowned for 
both his preaching and his arguments against heresy while 
bishop of Milan. People loved him best for his first act as 
bishop: selling all he had and giving to the poor. During this 
holy season we beg Christ to remove our blindness to our 
sins, open our lips to tell others about him, and open our 
hearts to care for the poor among us. Today’s Readings: 
Isaiah 29:17–24; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13–14; Matthew 9:27–31.

Saturday, December 8
Immaculate Conception 
During Advent, while the whole Church waits with Mary, we 
ponder her special role in salvation history and celebrate that 
she, the perfect vessel who would give birth to the Savior, 
was conceived without sin. The angel who brought her the 
news called her “favored one.” The Church echoed those 
words when, in 1854, it proclaimed as doctrine the 
Immaculate Conception. So widespread was this belief that 
eight years before the Vatican pronouncement, United States 
bishops had embraced Mary as America’s patroness under 
the title of the Immaculate Conception. Today’s Readings: 
Genesis 3:9–15, 20; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; Ephesians 
1:3–6, 11–12; Luke 1:26–38.



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 2, 2018

A Senior Social Group for Men and Women, 50 and Up

One of over 400 Nativity Sets from all 
over the world at the Jubilee Museum.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5 – 
JUBILEE MUSEUM 
AND CULTURAL ARTS CENTER 
AND A BUFFET LUNCHEON

The bus arrives at 8:15 a.m. for a departure from 
St. Edward Church parking lot promptly at 8:45. Please 
park your car at the rear of the parking lot. We will travel 
via motor coach to the Jubilee Museum and Cultural 
Arts Center, Columbus, for a docent tour and see over 
400 Nativity sets depicting the life of Jesus.

 Arrive at approximately 1:00 p.m. for a buffet lunch 
at the Eldorado Scioto Downs. There will be a brief time 
for gaming.

 Hold Harmless form needs to be signed by 
everyone prior to getting on the bus. Let Linda know 
if you need a seat near the front of the bus. Return to 
Granville by 5:30.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 –
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON, 
STS. PETER & PAUL RETREAT 
CENTER ~ Arrive at 11:30 a.m., Mass 
at 12:00 p.m. in the chapel celebrated 
by Msgr. Paul P. Enke with lunch 

immediately following. Lots of wonderful surprises 
await you. 25/25/25/25 raffle, a few Christmas songs 
on the accordion by the famous Mr. Anthony Skufca, 
and so much more. Surprises, surprises, surprises! You 
will not want to miss this exciting day! Park your car two 
rows deep on the grass as you enter the drive so all 
can park close to the door. Car-pooling from St. Edward 
parking lot is an option.

 Directions: Thornwood Crossing to Cherry Valley 
Road. Turn right on Reddington (at light) which flows 
into Thornwood. Turn right on (2734) Seminary Road, 
Newark, 43056. Another option: take West Main Street 
to Thornwood. Turn left and continue to Seminary Road. 
The cost is $13.00 per person due by Wednesday, 
December 12th. If you need a ride from St. Edward 
parking lot, please let Linda know by December 17.

Note: You may pay for one and/or multiple events in 
one check. Transportation available from St. Edward 
Church to Sts. Peter and Paul. PLEASE call in advance 
so arrangements can be made.
 
For all events, make check payable to “THE 
EDWARDIANS.” Mail to: Linda Woolard, 636 Fox Run 
Circle South, Newark, OH 43055. Payment of event 
due when making reservation. E-mail lindawoolard@
windstream.net or phone 740-323-3105.

2018 The Edwardians!

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR RAFFLE WINNERS
Congratulations to our raffle winners! If you were 
notified that you won one of the Bazaar raffles, please 
stop by the Lounge and pick up your item(s)!

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA &  
GREENERY SALE
Poinsettias in 4.5”, 6.5”, 8.5”, and 10” pots, in a variety 
of colors; evergreen wreaths; evergreen patio and 
tabletop pots will be available and are supplied by 
Timbuk Farms. Items will be sold after all Masses 
this weekend.

MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
If you would like to make a donation for poinsettias for 
the church during the Christmas season, please fill out 
the information below by Monday, December 10th and 
return it to the parish office or put it in the collection 
basket. The suggested donation is $20.00. Checks can 
be made payable to St. Edward Church.

In Memory of:  _______________________________

In Honor of:  _________________________________

Donated by:  ________________________________

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and 
raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.” 
(Luke 21:28)

 We celebrate Advent each year in preparation of the 
birth of Jesus, His first coming, as we await His second 
coming. In this Advent season, use the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to strengthen your relationship with Jesus. 
It’s never too late.

 Learn how to support your parish and contact The 
Catholic Foundation. Visit www.catholic-foundation.org/
development for more information.



ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR CHURCH GRANVILLE, OHIO

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK:

WALKING WITH PURPOSE ~ 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN

Monday, December 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Lesson 13: Balance Through Simplicity

 Do you desire to grow in your Catholic faith? 
Would you like to connect with other women in our 
parish community? Do you feel that you are doing 
so much but none of it very well? We invite you to 
consider joining the weekly group sessions of Walking 
with Purpose. Keeping in Balance, is a Bible study, 
focusing on creating balance within. No previous Bible 
study experience is necessary and you are welcome to 
come as you are as we explore Biblical ways we can 
manage life’s pace and pressure while living with calm 
and steadiness.

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, 
the old has gone the new has come.”

2 Corinthians 5:17
For questions or more information, contact Anna Hofer, 
amariehofer@hotmail.com or 740-334-0170 or visit 
Walking with Purpose online www.walkingwithpurpose.
com.

DO YOU FEEL CALLED?
We are a part of the Society of St. 
Vincent De Paul, a Catholic lay 
organization focused on transforming 
our members’ lives through service to 

the poor. We are looking for two self-motivated, service 
oriented, hard-working, and mission-driven individuals who 
will put big love into the little things of life. Both our homeless 
shelter (St. Vincent Haven) and our Transitional Living 
Program (The Gardens on 6th) need new Program 
Directors.

An ideal candidate for this position would exemplify 
virtue, have a bachelor’s degree in social work from an 
accredited university, possess a current license to practice 
social work, and have management experience. This 
candidate must possess a great, but humble courage to 
face a myriad of challenging situations on a day to day 
basis.

If you feel you are called to serve the poor, encouraging 
them to improve their lives, and improve your own through 
that service, please submit a résumé, with a cover letter, 
and references pertaining to your previous place(s) of 
employment to johnpaul@SVDPhaven.org.

This position will pay $30,000 to $50,000 salary per 
year depending on qualifi cations.

ST. EDWARD STEWARDSHIP ~ 
TIME ~TALENT ~TREASURE

The fi rst candle symbolizes Hope with the “Profi ts Candle”
reminding us that Jesus is Coming.

 We have arrived at the powerful season of Advent, 
a season to prepare with awe and wonder for the Feast 
of the Incarnation of Jesus — born to us as Savior and 
Brother. It is a season to prepare for His return at the end 
of time.

 It is also a moment to remind ourselves that our 
individual judgment day is coming, too, when we will be 
called to give an account for all that God has given to us 
during our lifetimes. In other words, Advent is a steward’s 
season!

 Our readings for the fi rst week of Advent waste no 
time in calling our urgent attention to these themes of 
refl ection and preparation. They seem to shout, “Wake up! 
Get ready!” and offer us some practical advice as we enter 
into this season.

 The Gospel, from Luke, warns, “Beware that your hearts 
do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness 
and the anxieties of daily life.” How easy it is to lose focus 
on our Lord either by too much indulgence in our lives or by 
too much worry about our lives. Both extremes are easy to 
fall prey to. To avoid these traps, we are told to “be vigilant” 
and “pray for strength to sustain us.”

 During Advent, we Christian stewards must ask 
ourselves some hard questions. Am I staying faithful to 
my prayer life? Am I using my energy and skills to serve 
others? Am I overly concerned about material gain? Am 
I relying my “stuff” or my investments as my source of 
comfort or security? Am I living for the moment or for the 
coming of the Lord?
Get ready, Christian stewards! He’s coming! Let us prepare 
with awe and wonder.
 – catholicsteward.org
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Knights of Columbus
St. Edward Council 

#10876
Serving Parish
and Community

Come in on Sunday for a Free 
Small Coffee with the purchase 

of a Breakfast Sandwich

Mickey’s Roofing
Roofing, Gutter & Small Roofing Repairs

Free Estimates
3013 Raccoon Valley Rd. • Granville

740-587-2645
www.mickeysroofing.com

INDEPENDENT TERMITE
 & PEST CONTROL, INC.

8311⁄2 Buckeye Ave., Newark
Termite & Carpenter Ant Specialist

Robert Amore, President 
740-345-7000  Licensed by State of Ohio 

Free
Estimates

Radiator & Air Conditioning Service
New & Reconditioned Radiators • Plastic/Aluminum 
• Head Gasket & Intake • Fuel Tank Rebuilding

 • Classic & Vintage A/C Installation
• Semi/Industrial A/C & CLS Repairs 
• Belts, Hoses & Most Auto Repairs

740-345-3870
6th and Main Street, Newark

GREEN’S

• Asphalt Repair •
Limestone

• Driveways • Snow Removal
• Dump Truck Service • Site Prep

Larry: 814-2207
Office: 366-7756

LARRY FOX, INC

Snapshots

spirits • snacks • sandwiches • sweets
1320 Weaver Rd., Granville | 740-321-1391

150709 KAG St Edward Bulleting Ad.indd   1 10/31/14   1:21 PM

Granville...
A Great Place to Live!

Jim Bidigare
740.587.2000 

jim.bidigare@kingthompson.com 
JimBidigare.com

Since 1866
Kathy Kiebel

222 E. Broadway

587-3133

Dr. D. Mark 
Stewart, DDS
General Dentistry

1010 N. 21st St., Newark

740-366-5353

Hearing Edge, LLC
Hearing Aid Services & Sales

www.hearingedge.net

Westerville: 43 Israel St.
614-423-7211 (Karen Biven-Wood)

Granville: 1630 Columbus Rd.
740-321-3396 (Jim Biven, Jr.)

1717 West Main Street, Suite 201 • Newark, Ohio 43055 • (220) 564-2900  

Robert Mueller, M.D. Kevin Ouweleen, M.D. Andrew Terlecky, D.O.

www.LMHealth.org

Making a First Impression ... 
Leaving a Lasting Memory

Maternity 
Services

Licking Memorial Hospital www.LMHealth.org

Make Today a New Day…

740.522.0772 
1287 Cherry Valley Road • Newark, Ohio

www.newdayspa.com

Signature Facials • Massages 
Natural Nail Care • Gift Certificates

1287 Cherry Valley Rd • Newark, Ohio
740.522.0772 • www.newdayspa.com

Advertiser: New Day Spa
Publication: St Edward the Confessor Church bulletin
Ad size: 2.625" wide x .875" high

Design: A&D Advertising Design
  740.587.3816
  adv@alink.com

Make Today a New Day…

740.522.0772 
1287 Cherry Valley Road • Newark, Ohio

www.newdayspa.com

Signature Facials • Massages 
Natural Nail Care • Gift Certificates

1287 Cherry Valley Rd • Newark, Ohio
740.522.0772 • www.newdayspa.com

Advertiser: New Day Spa
Publication: St Edward the Confessor Church bulletin
Ad size: 2.625" wide x .875" high

Design: A&D Advertising Design
  740.587.3816
  adv@alink.com

Signature Facials • Massages
Natural Nail Care • Gift Certificates
1287 Cherry Valley Road, Newark

740.522.0772 • www.newdayspa.com

Melinda J. Woofter, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

F.A.S.M.S. accredited MOHs Surgeon
Cosmetic & General Dermatology

740-587-0778

Nolan K Cox
Financial Advisor
1640 Columbus
Rd., Granville, OH 43023
740-587-4044

David E. Born, M.D.
Donald A. DeShetler, M.D.

Peter S. Kim, M.D.
Mae T. Gallagher, M.D.

Jason M. Winterhalter, M.D.
Family Medicine

740-587-0087

Heather Stasel, Realtor
Your Realtor For Life

43 S 3rd st. Newark, OH 43055
Across from the Canal Market

740-975-4135
heather.stasel@herrealtors.com

www.herrealtors.com/heatherstasel

Michael L. Barrett, CFP®, CRPC, MBA
Lincoln Financial Advisors

• Comprehensive Financial Planning • Wealth Management
• Retirement Planning • Business Owner Planning

Phone: (614) 431-4384 Toll Free: 800-832-7215
Michael L. Barret, Registered Representative and Investment Advisory

Representative of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp Member SIPC. CRN-1927034-101917

7650 Rivers Edge Dr., Ste. 250, Columbus • Michael.Barrett@LFG.com

Serving Licking, Knox, 
Franklin, Delaware and

all surrounding counties
274 S 6th St., Newark

Off: (740) 366-3255   (800) 395-5784
jackssepticoh.com

Install * Repair * Pump * Service * Jet Aeration
* Conventional * Mound * Drip

Precision Slate & Tile Roofing Co. Ltd.
2767 E. 4th Avenue, Columbus, OH 43219
614-448-8344 • www.precisionslateroof.com

Have you had your roof checked lately?
Sometimes you can’t see the damage. High 
Winds and Harsh Weather can damage 
your roof; call us today and let us see if 
there is any need for repairs.
Don’t wait until it’s too late.

FREE
Estimates

Medical and Surgical Associates
1924 & 1930 Tamarack Road • Main Line: (740) 522-7600

Refill Line: (740) 522-7640 • Billing: (740) 522-7660
Michael E. Campolo, D.O. Alexander Campolo, D.O. Jeremy R. Campbell, D.O. Richard R. Donnard, D.O.

Raju Fatehchand, M.D., FACP Lisa M. Karres, D.O. Thomas K. Petryk, M.D.

Complete Orthopedic Care   www.ossmnewark.com
1980 Tamarack Road, Newark, Ohio • 740-788-9220

Licking County’s
Local Orthopedic 

Group Since
1986

Our business is to inspire yours.
Social Functions | Business Luncheons
Executive Retreats | Corporate Parties

740-587-3333  granvilleinn.com

WENGER
TEMPERATURE 

CONTROL
2005 PROGRESS AVE.

614-443-2212

GUTRIDGE
PLUMBING, INC.

349-9411GPI

740-522-2611 • FAX 740-366-2560
evanshvac@windstream.net

www.evansheatingandac.com

INSTALLATION • SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES
1060 W. MAIN ST. • NEWARK

Corner of 30th and W. Main Street

Laura and Tim Collins
Owners & Parishioners

44 S. 4th Street, Newark
740-345-4494

www.mpnewark.com
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1496 W. Main St., Newark, OH
740-788-9000

12453 National Rd SW, 
Pataskala, OH 43062

740-964-0101

senior living 
connections

Complimentary 
advisors for assisted 

living options
www.SeniorLivingConnections.org

614-717-5566

1534 W. Church St., Newark, 43055
740-344-4549 

www.DrHoweNewark.com
Madison-Collins-Stephens

Mike Birkmeyer 740-345-2000

Wewould like to use a combination of the signs below. No navigation logo, no word agency, add the 
word ‘Insurance’ like the image in blue, but don’t make it so big.  Picture to the left of the copy.

Madison-Collins-Stephens
Insurance

MikeBirkmeyer, Agent
Home, Auto, Life, & Business Insurance

Voted 2017 Licking County Employee of the Year
740-345-2000/mb@mcsinsurance.com

WASTEAWAYSYSTEMS.COM

Licking County’s
Only Public Transfer!

“Proud to be Granville’s
Waste & Recycling Hauler!”

995 Keller Dr., Heath

314 East Broadway, Granville, OH

Food and SpiritS

126 E Broadway St.
GranvillE, oH 43023

740-587-0252
www.broadwaypuboh.com



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"Lord, teach me to seek You, and reveal Yourself to me when I seek You. For I cannot 

seek You unless You first teach me, nor find You unless You first reveal Yourself to me. 
Let me seek You in longing and long for You in seeking. Let me find You in love, and 
love You in finding.” ~PRAYER OF SAINT AMBROSE 

 

Monday, December 3 ~ First Week of Advent 

Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 8:5-11 When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion approached him and 

appealed to him, saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, suffering dreadfully.” He said to 

him, “I will come and cure him.” The centurion said in reply, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter 

under my roof; only say the word and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man subject to authority, 

with soldiers subject to me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come here,’ and he 

comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to 

those following him, “Amen, I say to you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. I say to you, many 

will come from the east and the west, and will recline with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the banquet in 

the Kingdom of heaven.” 
 

Meditation: In the Roman world the position of centurion was very important. He was an officer in charge 

of a hundred soldiers. In a certain sense, he was the backbone of the Roman army, the cement which held 

the army together. The centurion who approached Jesus was not only courageous, but faith-filled as well. 

He risked the ridicule of his cronies as well as mockery from the Jews by seeking help from an itinerant 

preacher from Galilee. Nonetheless, the centurion approached Jesus with great confidence and humility. 

He was an extraordinary man because he loved his slave. In the Roman world slaves were treated like 

animals – something to be used for work and pleasure and for bartering and trade. This centurion was a 

man of great compassion and extraordinary faith. He wanted Jesus to heal his beloved slave. Jesus 

commends him for his faith and immediately grants him his request. Are you willing to suffer ridicule in 

the practice of your faith? And when you need help, do you approach the Lord Jesus with expectant faith? 
 

Prayer: O God, who through the preaching of Saint Francis Xavier won many peoples to yourself, grant 

that the hearts of the faithful may burn with the same zeal for the faith and that Holy Church may 

everywhere rejoice in an abundance of offspring. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: God’s gracious invitation to the banquet table of the Lord is extended to all people of this 

earth who will turn to him with faith, confidence and obedience. Jesus used many images or pictures to 

convey what the kingdom of God is like. One such image is a great banquet feast given at the King's 

table.  Jesus promised that everyone who believed in him would come and feast at the heavenly banquet 

table of his Father. Jesus told this parable in response to the dramatic request made by the Roman 

centurion – a person despised because he was not one of the “chosen ones” of Israel. In Jesus' time the 

Jews hated the Romans because they represented everything they stood against – including all-too-

worldly pagan beliefs and practices.  What do you embrace?  The way, the truth and the life of Christ?  Or 

the all-too-worldly pagan practices of today’s society – those beliefs, opinions and activities that are 

contrary to Christ.  Christ always welcomes us back, and this Season of Advent is a wonderful opportunity 

to do begin that journey back to living a life in Christ. 
 

Tuesday, December 4 ~ First Week of Advent 

Saint John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 10:21-24  Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I give you praise, Father, Lord 

of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have 

revealed them to the childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have been handed 



over to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except 

the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.” Turning to the disciples in private he said, 

“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I say to you, many prophets and kings desired to see 

what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.” 
 

Meditation: What does Jesus' prayer in today’s gospel tell us about God and about ourselves?  First, it 

tells us that God is both Father and Lord of earth as well as heaven. He is both Creator and Author of all 

that he has made, the first origin of everything and transcendent authority, and at the same time, 

goodness and loving care for all his children. All fatherhood and motherhood are derived from him (ref. 

Ephesians 3:14-15). Jesus' prayer also contains a warning that pride can keep us from the love and 

knowledge of God. Pride closes the mind to God's truth and wisdom for our lives. Jesus contrasts pride 

with child-like simplicity and humility. The simple of heart are like “babes” in the sense that they see 

purely without pretense and acknowledge their dependence and trust in God who is the source of all 

wisdom and strength. They seek one thing – the “summum bonum” or “greatest good” which is God 

himself. Simplicity of heart is wedded with humility, the queen of virtues, because humility inclines the 

heart towards grace and truth. Just as pride is the root or every sin and evil, so humility is the only soil in 

which the grace of God can take root. It alone takes the right attitude before God and allows him as God 

to do all. “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (Prov. 3:34, James 4:6). The grace of 

Christ-like humility inclines us towards God and disposes us to receive God's wisdom, grace, and help. 

Nothing can give us greater joy than the knowledge that we are God's beloved and that our names are 

written in heaven (ref. Luke 10:20).  
 

Prayer: Grant, we pray, O Lord, that we may be helped by the prayers of the Priest Saint John 

Damascene, so that the true faith, which he excelled in teaching, may always be our light and our 

strength. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Jesus makes a claim which no one would have dared to make – He is the perfect 

revelation of God. Our knowledge of God is not simply limited to knowing something about God, but we 

can know God personally. Jesus makes it possible for each of us to personally know God as our Father. To 

see Jesus is to see what God is like.  In Jesus we see the perfect love of God – a God who cares intensely 

and who yearns over men and women, loving them to the point of laying down his life for them upon the 

Cross. Do you pray to your Father in heaven with joy and confidence in his love and care for you? 
 

Wednesday, December 5 ~ First Week of Advent 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 15:29-37 At that time: Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, went up on the 

mountain, and sat down there. Great crowds came to him, having with them the lame, the blind, the 

deformed, the mute, and many others. They placed them at his feet, and he cured them. The crowds were 

amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the deformed made whole, the lame walking, and the blind 

able to see, and they glorified the God of Israel. Jesus summoned his disciples and said, “My heart is 

moved with pity for the crowd, for they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat. I 

do not want to send them away hungry, for fear they may collapse on the way.” The disciples said to him, 

“Where could we ever get enough bread in this deserted place to satisfy such a crowd?”  Jesus said to 

them, “How many loaves do you have?” “Seven,” they replied, “and a few fish.”  He ordered the crowd to 

sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, gave thanks, broke the loaves, and 

gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were satisfied. They 

picked up the fragments left over–seven baskets full. 
 

Meditation: When the disciples were confronted by Jesus with the task of feeding four thousand people 

many miles away from any source of food, they exclaimed: Where in this remote place can anyone get 

enough bread to feed them? The Israelites were confronted with the same dilemma when they fled Egypt 

and found themselves in a barren wilderness. Like the miraculous provision of manna in the wilderness, 

Jesus, himself provides bread in abundance for the hungry crowd who came out into the desert to seek 

him. The gospel records that all were satisfied and they took up what was leftover. In the multiplication of 

the loaves and fishes we see a sign and a symbol of what God always does. God knows our needs and he 

cares. When God gives, he gives in abundance. The gospel account records that the leftovers from the 

miraculous meal was more than seven times the amount they began with. Seven is a symbol of 

completion and wholeness. When God gives, he gives until we are satisfied. When God works for his 

people he gives abundantly – more than we could deserve and more than we need. He nourishes us with 

his life-giving word and with the bread of heaven. In the kingdom of heaven God will feast us at his 



banquet table. Are you satisfied with God's provision for you? And do you long with expectant hope for the 

coming of his kingdom in all its fullness?  
 

Prayer: Prepare our hearts, we pray, O Lord our God, by your divine power, so that at the coming of 

Christ your Son we may be found worthy of the banquet of eternal life and merit to receive heavenly 

nourishment from his hands. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: If we open our eyes to look around us, one cannot help but have our hearts touched at 

what we see – so many people in need.  When we see people in need, do we react as Jesus did – do we 

share in Jesus’ thoughts: “My heart is moved with pity.”  Though we do not have the capacities of Jesus to 

perform miracles as He did, we do, in fact, have the capacity to perform “miracles” of a sort by sharing 

what we have with those in need – especially those who are without such basics as adequate food, 

clothing and shelter.  Those who do not have transportation to get to the grocery store, the drug store, to 

a place to shop for various needs – especially the elderly.  There are so many things we can do to carry on 

the mission of Jesus Christ by helping those in need.  Ask yourself: when you see or hear of people in 

need, is your heart moved to help them in one way or another?  To share what you have been blessed 

with?  In this season of preparation and of giving may your heart be open to help others. 
 

Thursday, December 6 ~ First Week of Advent 

Saint Nicholas, Bishop 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 7:21, 24-27 Jesus said to his disciples: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 

“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house 

on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; 

it had been set solidly on rock. And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on them 

will be like a fool who built his house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and 

buffeted the house. And it collapsed and was completely ruined.” 
 

Meditation: What is the best security against disaster and destruction? In the ancient world a strong city, 

an impregnable fortress, and a secure house were built on solid rock because they could withstand the 

forces of nature and foe alike. Isaiah speaks of God as an “everlasting rock” (Isaiah 26:4). He is the rock 

of refuge and deliverance (Psalm 18:2) and the rock in whom there is no wrong (Psalm 92:15). Scripture 

warns that destruction will surely come to those who place their security in something other than God and 

his kingdom. Jesus’ parables invite us to stake our lives on the coming of his kingdom or face the 

consequences of being unprepared when the day of testing and destruction will surely come. 
 

Prayer: We humbly implore your mercy, Lord: protect us in all dangers through the prayers of the Bishop 

Saint Nicholas, that the way of salvation may lie open before us. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: What's the significance of the story for us? The kind of foundation we build our lives 

upon will determine whether we can survive the storms that are sure to come. Builders usually lay their 

foundations when the weather and soil conditions are at their best. It takes foresight to know how a 

foundation will stand up against adverse conditions. Building a house on a flood plain, such as a dry river-

bed, is a sure bet for disaster! Jesus prefaced his story with a warning: We may fool humans with our 

speech, but God cannot be deceived. He sees the heart as it truly is – with its motives, intentions, desires, 

and choices (Psalm 139:2). There is only one way in which a person's sincerity can be proved, and that is 

by one's practice.  Fine words can never replace good deeds. Our character is revealed in the choices we 

make, especially when we are tested. Do you lie, or cover-up, when disclosing the truth will cause you  

injury or embarrassment? A true person is honest and reliable before God, one's neighbor and oneself.  

His or her word can be counted on. If you heed God's word and live according to it then you need not fear 

when storms assail you. God will be your rock and your refuge. Is your life built upon the “rock” of Jesus?  
 

Friday, December 7 ~ First Week of Advent 
Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 9:27-31 As Jesus passed by, two blind men followed him, crying out, 

“Son of David, have pity on us!” When he entered the house, the blind men approached him and Jesus 

said to them, “Do you believe that I can do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they said to him. Then he touched their 

eyes and said, “Let it be done for you according to your faith.” And their eyes were opened. Jesus warned 



them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” But they went out and spread word of him through all 

that land. 
 

Meditation: When two blind men heard that Jesus was passing their way, they followed him and begged 

for his mercy. The word “mercy” literally means “sorrowful at heart.” But mercy is something more than 

compassion, or heartfelt sorrow at another's misfortune. Compassion empathizes with the sufferer. But 

mercy goes further; it removes suffering. A merciful person shares in another's misfortune and suffering 

as if it were their own. When two blind men approached Jesus, he questioned their earnestness. "Do you 

believe that I am able to do this?" Jesus put them to the test, not to rebuff them, but to strengthen their 

faith and trust in God's mercy. He touched their eyes, both to identify with their affliction and to awaken 

faith in them. Their faith grew as they responded to his word with confident hope. Jesus restored their 

sight – both physically and spiritually to the reality of God's kingdom. Faith opens the way for us to see 

the power of God’s kingdom and to experience his healing presence in our lives. 
 

Prayer: O God, who made the Bishop Saint Ambrose a teacher of the Catholic faith and a model of 

apostolic courage, raise up in your Church men after your own heart to govern her with courage and 

wisdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: God want us to transform our minds and hearts in order to set us free to live as his sons 

and daughters and as citizens of his kingdom. Faith is key to this transformation. How can we grow in 

faith? Faith is a gift freely given by God to help us know God personally, to understand his truth, and to 

live in the power of his love. For faith to be effective it must be linked with trust and obedience – an active 

submission to God and a willingness to do whatever he commands. The Lord Jesus wants us to live in the 

confident expectation that he will fulfill his promises to us and bring us into the fullness of his kingdom – a 

kingdom of  righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). Do you know the peace and 

joy of God's kingdom?  If not, this Season of Advent is a wonderful time to know, embrace and experience 

true joy and peace as only Christ can give us. 
 
 

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops; 
prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011; 

information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site. 
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A Prayer at the Beginning of Advent 

Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus Christ, is your greatest gift to us, 

a great sign of your love. Guide us as we strive to walk in that love together 

as a family this Advent. As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, 

bring us closer to each other and to your son. Give us the grace and strength 

we need every day. Help us to always trust in you. Come, Lord Jesus, 

lead all people closer to you. Come and dispel the darkness of our world 

with the light of your love. Amen. 
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